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Number one! Pupils 
celebrate English 
and Maths success 
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Why every day is 
like Christmas for 
glass star Terri 

- see page 5 



Blast leaves 
traders to 
count cost 

- see page 6 


Menu Christi 

to all our 
readers 


Colleges 
picked to 
lead way 

DUDLEY and Stourbridge 
colleges have been chosen to 
lead the way on environmen¬ 
tal technology training for 
the West Midlands. 

They have successfully bid for 
approval as a founder hub 
member of the National Skills 
Academy for Environmental 
Technologies. 

Dudley principal Lowell 
Williams said: “Winning selec¬ 
tion to join the prestigious 
National Skills Academy is a 
tremendous achievement and a 
fabulous opportunity. 

Range 

“Not only does it put our col¬ 
leges at the centre of the green 
technology revolution but it 
means that the Black Country is 
once again leading technological 
development,” said Mr 
Williams. 

The colleges will provide a 
range of training. 


Bank manager’s 
race for funds 

A HALESOWEN bank manger, 
who has suffered from asthma 
since childhood, has raised 
almost £1,500 for a charity 
which helps those with the con¬ 
dition after taking part in the 
New York marathon. 

Rob Smith, aged 32, who lives 
in Halesowen and is a relation¬ 
ship manager for NatWest 
Private Banking in Birming¬ 
ham. 

He said: “I know the money I 
have raised will make a real dif¬ 
ference in helping people like 
me.” 

Open day about 
student courses 

STUDENTS can tour Stour¬ 
bridge College at an open event 
next month. 

There will be chance to learn 
more about courses on offer and 
to chat to tutors. The event will 
run 10am to 1pm on January 29 
For information log on to 
www.stourbridge.ac.uk 


Village names 
the day for fair 

THE next Kinver Country 
Fayre will be held on June 19 
after it was shelved this year 
while long-running roadworks 
took place on the High Street. 

There will be entertainment 
such as Morris dancing to enter¬ 
tain members of the public. Visit 
www.kinvercountryfayre.com 
for more information. 


White Christmas 
is beckoning 


A WHITE Christmas for Stourbridge looks more and more 
likely with weather experts predicting no immediate end to the 
winter wonderland weather. 

Snow and ice have turned travel chaotic - particularly for those 
trying to get away over the festive season — increased the heating bills 
and generally made life rather uncomfortable. 

But it’s also quite a magical feeling to see familiar landmarks dusted 
with a little sparkle. 



Snow and ice cover the Stewponey Wharf area of the Staffordshire 
and Worcester Canal, near Stourbridge 
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The iconic Wordsley glass cone looks striking in the snow 


Hit-and-run 
mother, 46 
fined £420 


by court 


A WORDSLEY-mother of 
one who knocked down a 
boy on a zebra crossing 
has been fined a total of 
£420 and given six points 
on her driving licence. 

The boy had rolled on to the 
bonnet before hitting the 
ground suffering a broken 
nose, cuts and bruises and a 
swollen knee, magistrates 
heard. 

But the driver failed to stop 
to check his welfare, the court 
was told. 

Carol Clulow, aged 46, of 
Chingford Close, admitted 
failing to stop following an 
accident and driving without 
due care and attention. 

She was fined £220 for 
failing to stop and £100 for 
driving without due care and 
attention. She was also 
ordered to pay £85 costs and 
a £15 victim surcharge. 


Dudley Magistrates Court 
was told last Friday the 13- 
year-old boy, who cannot be 
identified, was using a cross¬ 
ing in Bromley Lane, 
Kingswinford, at around 
5.15pm on December 10 
when the collision occurred. 

Mr Mark Cooper, prosecut¬ 
ing, said: “Witnesses say the 
car initially stopped and 
pulled to the side of the road. 

“It appears the defendant 
saw the boy get to his feet and 
walk to the other side of the 
road. 

“She drove away and did 
not check on the welfare of 
the boy.” 

Mrs Jodie Smith, defend¬ 
ing, said Clulow had “pan¬ 
icked”. 

She had intended to go to 
the police station but wanted 
to go home and speak to her 
husband about it first, the 
court heard. 


PRISON FOR GUN 
STASH BROTHERS 


TWO brothers have been jailed after 
a deadly arsenal of 16 guns, includ¬ 
ing a Kalashnikov and Uzi sub¬ 
machine gun, were uncovered at 
their houses. 

Daniel Thatcher, aged 25, of Summerfield 
Avenue, Wall Heath, and Lee Thatcher stored the 
weapons and ammunition, which was found after 
they were arrested on suspicion of an unrelated 
burglary at a derelict building in Dudley. 

Police searched the men’s houses in May and in a 
hold-all at the garage of Lee Thatcher, 28, officers found 
a “military-calibre” Kalashnikov, Wolverhampton 


Crown Court heard. Under gun enthusiast Daniel 
Thatcher’s bed, officers found a 9mm Uzi and, a 9mm 
pistol and cartridges. 

Shotguns, pistols and hundreds of live rounds were 
also discovered at searches of the addresses, said Mr 
Philip Bradley, prosecuting. 

Judge John Warner sentenced Daniel Thatcher to 
three years and eight months. 

Motivation 

Lee Thatcher, whose address cannot be published for 
legal reasons, was sentenced to 450 days but is expected 
to be freed because of the time he had spent in custody. 

The judge said there was no suggestion of terrorism, 
political or gang-related motivation. 

The men had admitted charges of possession of 
firearms and ammunition. 


Walks to welcome the new year 

WALKERS can get the to the top of Netherton progress on work to the 
new year off on the right Hill and beyond. Seven Sisters Caverns, 

track with a series of A second new year which are on show to the 
strolls at nature walk takes place at public for the first time 
reserves in Dudley. Wrens Nest National in over five years. 

On January 2 people Nature Reserve on In Halesowen, at The 
can join the warden for a January 5, from 10am to Leasowes on January 8 
brisk walk around noon. from 10am to noon, the 

Saltwells Local Nature Pavornc warden will guide visi- 

Reserve. waVemS tors arounc l the site and 

From 10am to noon the The warden will take talk about its history 
walk will include a trek visitors to see the and wildlife. 
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That’s sum achievement 

in maths test 


Amblecote Primary School 
Ashwood Park Primarv School 
Belle Vue Primary School 

Blowers Green Primary School 
Bramford Primarv School Bilston 
Brierley Hill Primary School 
Brockmoor Primarv School 
Bromley Hills Primary School 
The Bromlev-Pensnett Primarv 
Brook Primary School S’bridge 
Caslon Primarv School H’sowen 
Christ Church CofE Primary 

St Edmund & St John, Dudley 
Collev Lane. Halesowen 
Cotwall End, Dudley 
Cradlev CofE. Halesowen 
Crestwood Park, Kingswinford 
Dawlev Brook. Kinaswinford 
Dingle Community, K’swinford 
Dudlev Wood. Dudlev 
Fairhaven Primary, S’bridge 

Gig Mill Primary, Stourbridge 
Glvnne Primarv. Kinaswinford 
Id Primary, S’bridge 
CofE 

Ham Dingle, Stourbridge 
Hasburv CofE. Halesowen 
Hawbush Primary, Brierley Hill 
Hob Green. Stourbridae 
Howley Grange, Halesowen 

Hurst Green, Halesowen 
Jesson’s CofE, Dudley 

Lapal Primary, Halesowen 
Lutlev Primarv. Halesowen 
Maidensbridge, Kingswinford 

Milking Bank Primary, Dudley 
Mount Pleasant. Brierlev Hill 
Netherbrook Primary School 
Netherton CofE. Dudlev 
Newfield Park, Halesowen 

Oldswinford CofE, Stourbridge 

Olive Hill. Halesowen 

Our Lady & St Kenelm, H’sowen 


Pedmr 


=» OF. Stn 


Peter’s Hill, Brierley Hill 
Priorv Primarv.Dudlev 
Quarry Bank, Brierley Hill 
Queen Victoria. Dudlev 

Red Hall, Dudtey_ 

The Ridae Primarv. S’bridae 
Roberts Primary, Dudley 
Rufford Primarv. Stourbridae 
Russells Hall Primary, Dudley 
St Chad’s. Dudlev 
St James’s, Stourbridge 
St JoseDh’s. Dudlev 
St Joseph’s, Stourbridge 

St Mark’s. Brierlev Hill _ 

St Mary’s, Kingswinford 
St Marv’s. Brierlev Hill 
Sledmere Primary, Dudley 
Straits Primarv. Dudlev 
Tenterfields Primary, Halesowen 
Thorns Primarv. Brierlev Hill 
Wall brook Primary, Bilston 
Withvmoor. Brierlev Hill 
Wollescote Primary, S’bridge 
Woodside Communitv Dudlev 
Wrens Nest Primary, Dudley 



35 60% 71 % 


DUDLEY pupils are per¬ 
forming well in the key 
subjects of maths and 
English, according to 
figures released last 
week. 

Teacher assessments for 
students aged 11 were 
carried out in all 84 borough 
primary schools. 

It follows a boycott of the 
official Sats tests by some 
schools which means the 
borough does not feature in 
this year’s national league 
tables. 

In English, 82 per cent of 
pupils achieved level four, 
the national expectation for 
11-year-olds, which is up one 
per cent on last year, accord¬ 
ing to the teacher assess¬ 
ments. 

The figure for pupils 
achieving a level four in their 
maths was 82 per cent, the 
same as last year. 

Effort 

Pupils achieving level five 
in English was 34 per cent, 
an increase of four per cent 
on last year, and 35 per cent 
for maths, the same as last 
year. 

Pedmore CE Primary 
achieved 100 per cent in both 
English and maths at level 
four, St Mary’s CE Primary 
in Kingswinford achieved 
100 per cent in English and 
97 per cent in maths, while 
Our Lady and St Kenelm RC 
School in Halesowen, 
achieved 100 per cent in 
English. 

Councillor Liz Walker, 
Dudley cabinet member for 
children’s services, said: 
“Congratulations to all 
pupils, parents and teachers 
for their continued commit¬ 
ment and effort.” 


KEY The charts show each primary school, listed alphabetically within 
its local authority area. In addition to the school name, the table lists: a. 
The number of pupils on roll eligible for assessment in National Curricu¬ 
lum Key Stage 2 tests this year. b. The percentage of pupils achieving 
level 4 - the expected level for the age group - in the English test. c. The 
percentage of pupils who have made two or more levels of progress in 
English between the ages of seven and 11. d. The percentage of pupils 
achieving level 4 in the maths test. e. The percentage of pupils who have 
made two or more levels of progress in maths between the ages of seven 
and 11. f. The percentage of pupils achieving level 4 in both English and 
maths, g. The ranking within its own local authority which each school 
achieves, according to the percentage of pupils achieving level 4 in both 
English and maths. Ties are broken by the number of pupils on roll eligi¬ 
ble for assessment in the National Curriculum tests, h. The percentage of 
pupils across the whole school who were persistently absent. Schools 
that boycotted the test do not have results and are represented by ~ 



Headteacher Bev Hartland Smith and Year 6 
youngsters at Pedmore C of E Primary 
School, in Hagley Road, Pedmore, celebrate school in Hagley Road 
their success Pedmore. 


They’re a 
class act 


PEDMORE C of E Prim¬ 
ary School celebrated top 
marks as pupils achieved 
100 per cent in maths 
and English at level four 
in national league tables 
for 11-year-olds. 

Head Bev Hartland 
Smith said everyone was 
delighted as the school 
was number one in 
Dudley borough of those 
taking the SATs test. 

“We are very proud of 
all the children who have 
made such good 
progress,” she said. 

“At Pedmore it is not 
just about tests, it is 
about the children’s 
development as people 
like looking out for and 
respecting each other 
and caring for everyone 
and everything around 
them.” 

Thirty-two pupils took 
SATs this year at the 


Hark the 
new-look 
worship 

THE Seventh-Day Ad¬ 
ventist Church in Dudley 
is set to host its first 
Christmas Day service in 
its new premises. 

Having moved from 
their former base at 
Himley Road, the church 
is now renting the Old 
Meeting House, in 
Wolverhampton Street. 

The service from 11am 
until 1pm on Saturday 
will be lead by Deacon 
Hubert Smiley, who has 
worked in the church 
since the 1950s. 

Everyone is welcome 
and car parking will be 
available at the site. 

Christmas gifts will 
also be given to all of the 
children in the congrega¬ 
tion. 

For more information 
contact Mr Smiley on 
01384 213803 or 07868 
288310. 


Invitation to 
have a say 

HALESOWEN South 
neighbourhood team is 
inviting townsfolk to 
have their say at the last 
meeting of 2010. 

The Police and Com¬ 
munity Together (PACT) 
session is at 7pm on 
Thursday December 30, 
at Manor Way Primary 
School, Brier Mill Road. 

Officers will be on 
hand to discuss the latest 
policing issues and to 
inform residents what 
they are doing to address 
them. 

For those unable to 
attend but who would 
like to raise an issue, 
email details to dy.nhp. 
halesowen@west-mid¬ 
lands.pnn.police.uk or 
call 0345 113 5000 and 
ask for extension 7903 
6450. 


B’Dazzled 

Jewellers 

We pay the highest cash prices for 
your gold & silver 

Last week we payed up to £9.75 for 
9ct Hallmarked Gold per gram 

Personal friendly service you can trust 

(Jeweller/Gold Buyer for 10 years) 

Phone: 07792 474893 

at today's prices or call at 

B’Dazzled Gold Buyers & Jewellers 
104 High Street, Brierley Hill (Next to Market) 


Be the you 
YOU want to be 
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Courts will be closed 
cost-cutting move 


in 


Celebrating Christmas traditions 


CHRISTMAS 
traditions from 
around the globe 
were celebrated 
by youngsters at 
a Lower Gornal 
school. 

Pupils at 
Roberts Primary 
put on their 
festive produc¬ 
tion called 
Christmas 
Around the 
World. 

The play 
centred on the 
nativity story 
with a collection 
of Christmas cel¬ 
ebrations from 
six different 
countries. 

Through the 
show, parents 
and children 
experienced a 
taste of Christ¬ 
mas in Poland, 
Malawi, Aus¬ 
tralia, China, 
America and 
Ireland. 

More than 400 
people attended 
the three per¬ 
formances at the 
school. 

Headteacher 
David Baker 
said: “It is a fan¬ 
tastic way of 
bringing the 
children 
together from 
different cul¬ 
tures and coun¬ 
tries when the 
world has so 
many troubles.” 



Skye Elcock and Joshua Hickman, both seven, as Mary and 
Joseph with other pupils who have taken to the stage 


STOURBRIDGE County Court is 
to close as part of Government 
cuts, it has been confirmed. 

Kidderminster County Courts and Hale¬ 
sowen Magistrates Court are also to be 
shut down. 

The courts are among the 93 magis¬ 
trates’ courts and 49 county courts to be 
closed across the country to save more 
than £41million. 

Ministry of Justice said it aimed to rede¬ 
ploy the 700 staff affected nationally but 
around 70 positions will go. The closures 
are due to start next April. 

Dudley Council’s community safety 
lead, Councillor Adrian Turner, said: “It is 
a shame to close the Halesowen court.” 

He added he hoped it would create effi¬ 
ciency at other courts. 

Some county court cases in Kiddermin¬ 
ster will be held at the magistrates’ court 
following the shut-down. 

Justice Minister Jonathan Djanogly 
said: “Access to justice is not just about 
access to buildings. It’s about the type of 
justice delivered, decent facilities and effi¬ 
cient use of the system.” 

West Bromwich Magistrates’ Court, 
Lombard Street West, will also close and 
work could be moved to Warley Magis¬ 
trates’ Court next month. 

£250,000 facelift 
for electrical store 

AN ELECTRICAL superstore at Dudley’s 
Merry Hill Centre has undergone a 
£250,000 refurbishment which has 
created several new jobs. 

Work at the Comet store was done 
overnight over the course of several weeks 
and has led to the introduction of more 
than l,000sq ft of extra space. 

The store was officially reopened on Sat¬ 
urday with a weekend of free family fun 
planned with colouring competitions, bal¬ 
loons and more. 

Manager Steve Powell said, “We’re con¬ 
fident that customers will notice a real dif¬ 
ference when visiting the store and will 
love the improvements we have made.” 

Eight workers have been taken on for 
temporary positions over Christmas. 


Warning 
over oil 
from the 
fry-ups 

STOURBRIDGE resi¬ 
dents have been warned 
that pouring Christmas 
cooking oils from roast 
potatoes, chips and fry- 
ups down the sink could 
mean money down the 
drain too. 

And they were urged to 
dump their used oil into a 
new, 1,250-litre tank 
which opened at Dudley’s 
civic amenities site in 
May. 

Oil poured into the 
tank is then recycled to 
be turned into energy - 
and just one litre can 
produce the power to 
make 240 cups of tea. 

Bills 

Dudley Council, which 
offers the oil recycling 
facilities at its civic 
amenity site in Stour¬ 
bridge, said pouring oils 
down the sink can result 
in large unexpected bills 
to have drains 
unblocked. 

Water companies 
spend at least £15million 
every year cleaning up 
the damage caused by 
fats, oils and greases 
poured directly into the 
sewers. 

A company called 
Living Fuels has 
installed the collection 
tank at the Birmingham 
Street, Stourbridge, site 
to provide a safe and 
‘green’ means to dispose 
of left over cooking oil. 

The oil is collected by 
the company and refined 
into a ‘biofuel’. 

This in turn is used to 
create green electricity in 
purpose-built generators 
across the UK without 
the need for any 
processes or added chem¬ 
icals. 
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Film puts 
focus on 
d yslexia 
sufferers 

KRISSY, the star of a new Black 
Country made film, has these words 
to say to schools: “I’m not stupid. The 
teachers just don’t understand me.” 

Young Wordsley film maker Dan Evans, 
managing director of Expressive Arts Pro¬ 
ductions, has produced the DVD - called 
Musik — with the help of family and 
friends, a Star Wars actor, the famous 
Pinewood Studios, local schools and an 
Aston Martin supercar. 

And Dan achieved all of that with a 
budget of just£5,000. Jeremy Bulloch, who 
played Boba Fett in Star Wars films and 
Edwin in the Cliff Richard movie Summer 
Holiday, appears in the film. 

He plays Krissy’s maths teacher in 
Musik, which aims to inspire people with 
dyslexia. It is about a teenage girl who is 
labelled ‘stupid’ and faces torment from 
bullies at school. 

Producing 

A fifth of the profits from sales will go to 
the British Dyslexia Association, which is 
promoting the film through its newsletters 
and magazines. 

Dan, aged 22, of Swanfield Road, Word¬ 
sley, who specialises in producing corpo¬ 
rate, commercial and training DVDs, 
music videos and films, shot ‘Musik’ at 
Pinewood Studios, The Wordsley School, 
The Brier special school in Kingswinford 
and a friend’s mock medieval mansion in 
Lawnswood, Wordsley. 

Krissy, played by 19-year-old Natasha 
Bennett - a Gornal singer whose stage 
name is Taisa - turns her life around by 
learning to play the saxophone, deter¬ 
mined to show the world that being 
dyslexic does not stop her from being suc¬ 
cessful. Along the way viewers learn a lot 



Film maker Dan Evans and, inset, 
Natasha Bennett 

more about how dyslexia is diagnosed - 
and that people with the condition are 
often intelligent, creative and successful. 

The script was written by Dan’s girl¬ 
friend, musician Joanne Naylor, aged 23, 
of Wolverhampton Road, Sedgley, who 
plays the saxophone. 

“Joanne really researched the subject 
well, reading books about it and talking to 
people she knows with dyslexia,” said Dan, 
who gained a BTEC National Diploma in 
media — moving image at Halesowen 
College. 

“We wanted to raise awareness that 
people with dyslexia are not stupid but 
have a different way of thinking and a dif¬ 
ferent perspective on life. 

“In our film Krissy, who is aged 15, 
comes out of her shell when she learns to 
play the saxophone and she enters a talent 
show at school.” 

The DVD costs £4.50, a download is 95p 
and downloadable streams are available 
for 45p (SD) or 60p (HD). 


Eyesore doctors’ 
homes to be sold 


Holly’s 
card is 
festive 
winner 


APTLY named Holly 
Goldingay has won the 
contest to design Hale¬ 
sowen College’s corpo¬ 
rate Christmas card. 

Holly, a graphic 
design student at the 
college, put her cre¬ 
ative typographic 
skills to the test to 
come up with the 
winning card. 

All first and second 
year graphics students 
took part in the contest 
and worked to a brief. 

Gillian Dunkerley, 
graphic design course 
leader at the college, 
said: “Designing the 
card has become a bit 
of a tradition for us. 

“We launch the 
contest as the decora¬ 
tions and the Christ¬ 
mas music hits the 
shops and it puts 
everyone in a seasonal 
mood. 

“All the students 
rose to the challenge 
and the technical 
requirements were just 
like a real life creative 
job.” 

The 18-year-old 
former pupil of 
Windsor High School is 
planning to continue 
her graphic design 
studies at university. 



FORMER doctors’ houses 
owned by Dudley Group of 
Hospitals and worth an esti¬ 
mated £1 million are to be sold. 

The 12 properties in Ashdown 
Drive, Wordsley, have been empty 
for years. The most recently lived- 
in ones were abandoned when 
Wordsley Hospital closed in 2005, 
but some have been empty for 
more than 30 years. 

Repairs to the properties were 
carried out during the summer 
and four in the best condition were 
put on the market. Work contin¬ 
ues on the others. 

Deals on all four are near com¬ 
pletion. The remaining homes will 
be put up for sale in the new year. 

Chief executive of the Dudley 
Group of Hospitals Paula Clark 
said: “Remedial upgrading work 
to tidy up the properties was 
carried out in the summer and 
four of the properties were put up 
for sale. 

“Each of the properties have had 
offers made on them on a best and 
final offer basis. The remaining 
eight properties will be put on the 
market in the near future.” 

The final selling price of the four 
houses could not be revealed, she 
added. 

The homes and overgrown 
gardens had been targeted repeat¬ 
edly by vandals and described as 
an “eyesore” by residents living 
nearby. 

Ward councillor Geoffrey 
Southall said residents had com¬ 
plained about the houses for 
years. He said when he inspected 
the properties with residents 
earlier this year, they were so bad 
that tree saplings had started to 
grow through the floors. 

“I should think the residents 
living nearby will be ecstatic to 
hear things are being improved,” 
he said. 

“They were in a terrible state 
and people were concerned that if 
they did want to sell up then their 
properties were being devalued. 
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Polo with Nil Advance Payment* 

15-inch alloys, ‘Climatic’ air conditioning, 
front fog lights, electric windows, multi-device 
interface, manual, petrol or diesel. 


Golf s 1.4 TSI 5-door with £249 

advance payment.* 

'Climatic' semi-automatic air conditioning, 
driver’s knee airbag, front electric windows, 
multi-function computer. 


If you rely on Motability, 
rely on us for worry-free 
motoring. 

Exchange your higher rate mobility allowance for a 
brand-new car and enjoy worry-free motoring for less 
than £50 a week. Brand-new car every three years, 
insurance and road tax, servicing, maintenance and 
repairs, breakdown cover. 


• Motability 

For more information on eligibility 

call 0800 953 4002, 

or visit www.motability.co.uk 


Stourbridge Volkswagen 

Millennium House, Audnam, Stourbridge, DY8 4AH. Telephone: 01384 397600. 

www.stourbridge.volkswagen.co.uk 
Stourbridge Volkswagen is part of ilittrustgroupuk 



"Available on Moda 1.2 5-door models and S 1.2 60 PS and 70 PS 5-door models with air conditioning, SE 1.2 60 PS and 70 PS, SE 1.4 85 PS and SE TDI 1.2 75 PS 5-door models.tOffer available 
on Golf S 1.4 TSI 5-door models. Offers available until December 31st, 2010. Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/100km) for the Volkswagen range: urban 13.2 (21.4) -67.3 (4.2); extra 
urban 26.9 (10.5)-91.1 (3.1); combined 19.5 (14.5)-80.7 (3.5). C0 2 emissions 348-91g/km. 
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Terri-Louise’s seashells vase 


This is a recent cameo vase creation 


Terri-Louise Colledge, one of the last remaining traditional cameo artists 


When every day is 
just like Christmas 


Two sides of an otter vase 


NERVOUSLY waiting for 
her colourful pieces to 
come out of the fiery 
furnace, Terri-Louise 
Colledge admits that 
every day for her feels 
like Christmas. 

The 50-year-old, who lives 
in Coseley, is one of the last 
remaining traditional 
cameo artists in the country. 

Her work is so close to that of 
the 19th century glassworkers, 
such as Thomas Webb, that she 
has been commissioned by a 
museum to create a piece to add 
to their collection. 

Broadfield House Glass 
Museum in Kingswinford has a 
cameo room, which originally 
inspired Terri-Louise to go into 
that type of glass design. 

Terri-Louise, who lives in 
Upper Ettingshall Road, Hurst 
Hill, is now in talks with the 
museum to discuss the type of 


piece that would fit in to their 
collection. 

“It can take a couple of 
months to make a cameo piece 
as they are so intricate,” says 
Terri-Louise. 

“To make a cameo I get the 
piece of glass when it is all white 
and then draw a design on 
sticky-backed plastic,” she 
added. 

“I put the plastic onto the vase 
and sandblast it down to the 
colour underneath using a 
dentist’s drill. 

Beautiful 

“Cameos show the different 
layers of coloured glass and they 
do look beautiful.” 

Terri-Louise, who is married 
to husband Michael, has two 
children, Delyse, aged 25, and 
Jordan, 21, as well as a grand¬ 
son, Tyler, aged 6. 

“I loved art at school and the 
teachers never picked me out as 
being anything special. 


“But I knew I wanted to be a 
painter,” said the former High 
Areal School pupil. 

“I never thought I was any¬ 
thing exceptional but now when 
people see my work they are 
amazed.” 

Terri-Louise is now based at 
Wordsley-based Okra Glass, 
where she works as a freelance 
decorating the items it pro¬ 
duces. 

Established in 1979, the firm 
is one of the most successful 
glass studios in Britain and spe¬ 
cialises in creating gifts and 
limited edition pieces including 
perfume bottles, vases and 
paperweights. 

She said: “People ask if the 
beautiful glass items become 
boring to us after so long. 

“But I have to admit that 
waiting for the furnace to open 
in the morning, to see how each 
piece has turned out, makes you 
feel like a child on Christmas 
Day.” 


Black Country grand¬ 
mother Terri-Louise 
Colledge has been 
asked to create a 
piece of glasswork 
for a popular 
museum. She spoke 
to CATHY SPENCER 


Terri-Louise Colledge works on a new mermaid piece 
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Staff toast 
restaurant 
bar venture 

A RESTAURANT and bar has opened 
at a former nightclub in the Black 
Country following a £30,000 
makeover. 

Deja Vu’s has opened at the site of a 
former nightclub, in Horner Way in 
Blackheath. 

The building, which was leased by 
manager Carlon Brooks, has under¬ 
gone three months of hard work to 
prepare it for opening. 

Mr Brooks took over the lease about 
six months ago and improvements 
have included oak floors, new lighting, 
three new bars and a new kitchen. The 
new restaurant has also created seven 
full and part-time jobs. 

Mr Brooks said: “We are reasonably 
priced for the area and we do a lot of 
traditional food. It is completely 
unrecognisable from when it was a 
night club.” 



MD Steve Pargeter with Carlon 
Brooks and staff Sarah Turner, 
Jason Allmark and Beckie Holloway 


Owner pays 
for dog mess 


A dog owner has 
been landed with a 
£100 bill for failing 
to clean up after his 
pet which left a mess 
on public land in 
Halesowen. 

Gary Bradley, aged 
25, was spotted by 
two police officers 
allowing his dog to 
foul on land in Hope 
Street, in April this 
year. 

He was issued with a 
£50 on-the-spot fine, 
but failed to pay. 

He admitted not 
clearing up after his 
dog and failing to 
pay the fixed penalty 


notice when he 
appeared before 
Halesowen magis¬ 
trates court on 
December 2. 
Bradley, of Swan 
Street, Netherton, 
was given a condi¬ 
tional discharge for 
a period of six 
months and ordered 
to pay £100 in costs. 
Councillor David 
Stanley, cabinet 
member for environ¬ 
ment and culture, 
said: “This sends out 
a stark warning to 
people who do not 
clear up after their 
dogs. 


Explosion leaves 
traders with loss 


ALMOST 20 businesses in 
Dudley town centre are 
counting the cost of a day’s 
lost trade after a violent 
explosion left them without 
power. 

Shopkeepers said it was the 
latest in a string of problems. 

One trader called for urgent 


CLASSIC fairytale Cinderella is 
being brought to life at Brierley 
Hill Civic Hall next month. 

Members of the Brierley Hill 
Musical Theatre Company take 
to the stage for their annual pan¬ 
tomime at the venue in Bank 
Street. 

There will be a mixture of 
matinee and evening perform¬ 
ances of the much-loved rags-to- 
riches tale on January 15, 16, 19, 


action after five power cuts in the 
last two years. The blast at 7.45 
am last Tuesday hurled a 
manhole cover through the air, 
smashing two windows at WH 
Smith. 

The High Street, Stone Street 
and Wolverhampton Street were 
closed to traffic until 5pm. 

Businesses including Head 


20, 21 and 22. Publicity Officer 
Chris Psaras said rehearsals 
were in full swing. 

In October the company staged 
the Full Monty and next month’s 
pantomime follows the success of 
Mother Goose in January. 

Tickets are available from the 
box office on 0845 658 8195. For 
further information about the 
company, which was founded in 
1947, log on to www.bhmtc.co.uk 


Rush Beauty Salon, Yorkshire 
Bank and WH Smith were forced 
to shut for either part or the 
whole of the day. 

Amer Singh, owner of the Gala 
Coffee Lounge and Takeaway in 
Wolverhampton Street, said he 
lost £700 yesterday. Rymans sta¬ 
tionery in the High Street also 
said trade was “much lower” than 
usual. 

Business owners say power 
cuts in the last two years have 
lasted for up to five hours. They 
say they have been told by engi¬ 
neers that the underground 
wiring system needs replacing. 

Mr Singh says the 19 shops 
forced to close are the same group 
that are always affected by power 
cuts. He said he is “disgusted” 
and feels E-on should dig up the 
road and tackle the problem. 

He reopened the next day but 
Mr Singh said he was “furious” to 
have lost a day’s profits. 

Urgent 

He added: “I understand that it 
was a really bad explosion, but 
people don’t realise that this is 
part of a long-running problem. 

“We’ve had enough. They 
should just get it sorted.” 

Engineers from E-on dug up 
the pavement outside the WH 
Smith store to carry out urgent 
repairs on the cables in a bid to 
restore power to affected shops. 

Investigations revealed the 
blast started in an underground 
electrical link box. E-on workers 
repaired the cable and made it 
safe, but investigations into what 
caused the fault are still under 
way. Power has been restored and 
the businesses re-opened. 

E-on spokesman Scott 
Somerville said: “We know the 
problem was caused by a cable 
fault. What caused this is still 
being investigated and will be the 
subject of a full report.” 

MP supports 
Legion event 

The MP for Halesowen and 
Rowley Regis has attended an 
event in Parliament to back the 
work the Royal British Legion 
are doing with the armed forces. 
James Morris said: “The legion 
does very important welfare 
work for some of my most vulner¬ 
able constituents in both the 
serving and ex-service communi¬ 
ties. I was delighted to thank 
them for the difference they 
make to the welfare of the whole 
armed forces family and for 
keeping MPs like me informed 
about the issues that matter to 
them.” 



Ugly sisters Garry McWilliams and James Tromans, Steve Taylor as 
Buttons and Lucy Neshan as Cinderella rehearse for the panto 


Site visit 
over plan 
for home 

COUNCILLORS will 
visit a Dudley street after 
angry residents com¬ 
plained about plans for a 
new house adjoining an 
existing home. 

Chris Pearson wants 
to demolish the garage at 
his house in Brompton 
Drive, Brierley Hill, and 
build a detached three- 
bedroom property. 

But neighbours say the 
plans would ruin the 
area. 

They claim there is not 
enough space for the new 
house and say it would be 
an “over-development”. 

Development control 
committee members last 
week voted to visit the 
site before deciding 
whether to grant plan¬ 
ning permission, 

Resident Martin Jones 
told the meeting: “We 
want to keep the street 
the way it is for future 
generations.” 

Councillor Colin 
Banks, who lives nearby, 
said: “I have already had 
a look at the site and it is 
very tight. A site visit 
might be beneficial.” 

A decision will be made 
at January’s committee 
meeting after the visit. 

Party for 

autistic 

children 

CHILDREN with aut¬ 
ism are being given a 
special Christmas party 
this year thanks to a 
Dudley support group. 

Dudley Autistic Sup¬ 
port Group is organising 
the treat for children 
who would be otherwise 
unable to attend a party 
because of their condi¬ 
tion. It is for 12 and 
unders at Scallywags, 
Level Street, Brierley 
Hill, on Thursday. 

Father-of-two Marc 
Carter, whose sons are 
both autistic, set up the 
children’s party last year. 

Mr Carter, from Pen- 
snett, said: “Father 
Christmas is at the party 
the whole time so chil¬ 
dren can meet him in 
their own good time. 

“We also have play 
workers to entertain the 
children so their parents 
and carers can enjoy a 
chat, have a mince pie 
and a hot drink.” 


Warning 


Technology pick 


A MARKET trader from 
Hallesowen has been 
warned he faces time 
behind bars for making 
and selling fake DVDs 
and computer games. 

Adrian Kirton, of 
Abbey Road, sold the 
copied films and games 
for £2.50 to customers, 
depriving the entertain¬ 
ment industry of nearly 
£170,000, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court has 
been told at a previous 


to 

hearing. The 42-year-old 
admitted to investigat¬ 
ing officers after his 
arrest that he had made 
£6,662.50 in four 
months from separate 
transactions from his 
Cradley Heath market 
stall. 

He admitted a total of 
33 charges involving 
breaches of trademark 
regulations and he will 
be sentenced at the 
crown court next year. 


Come along 
for carols 

STOURBRIDGE resi¬ 
dents are invited to two 
candlelit carol services 
tomorrow (December 24). 

Holy Trinity Church, 
on Vicarage Road, 
Amblecote, hosts the 
family-based events at 
4.30pm and 6pm. 

Midnight mass starts 
at 11.30pm and Christ¬ 
mas Day communion 
services take place at 
8am and 9.30am. 


Dudley and Stourbridge 
colleges have been 
chosen to lead the way 
on environmental tech¬ 
nology training for the 
West Midlands. 

They have successfully 
bid for approval as a 
founder hub member of 
the National Skills 
Academy for Environ¬ 
mental Technologies. 
Dudley principal Low-ell 
Williams said: “Win¬ 
ning selection to join the 


prestigious National 
Skills Academy is a 
tremendous achieve¬ 
ment and a fabulous 
opportunity. 

“Not only does it put our 
colleges at the centre of 
the green technology 
revolution but it means 
that the Black Country 
is once again leading 
technological develop¬ 
ment.” 

The colleges will pro¬ 
vide a range of training. 
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We’ve prepared for hard 
times - council bosses 


Students protest over allowances cut 



Dudley College students protest at the Broadway 
campus against the maintenance allowance cuts 


HUNDREDS of students 
protested against pro¬ 
posed cuts outside 
Dudley College . 

About 300 waved plac¬ 
ards at a peaceful protest 
featuring speeches from 
student mentor Stead¬ 
man Green and Dudley 
North MP Ian Austin 
outside the campus in 
The Broadway last week. 

Students organised the 
demonstration against 
Government plans to axe 
the Education Mainte¬ 
nance Allowance which 
gives up to £30 a week to 
students for attending 
classes. 

Among the protesters 
were public services stu¬ 
dents Charlie Edge, 18, of 
Coseley, and Vikki Fox, 
20, of Netherton. Charlie 
said: “The money gives 
normal people the chance 
to come to college and so 
our families do not have 
to find the money. If we 
did not have it we would 
not have been able to 
come to college.” 


Mr Green, aged 34, one 
of the organisers of the 
protestat the college, off 
The Broadway said: “The 
money acts as a lifeline 
for these people and I 
think that it is short¬ 
sighted by the Govern¬ 
ment because education 
is so important and these 
people are the future.” 

College principal 
Lowell Williams said: 
“EMA put a value on edu¬ 
cation particularly for 
young people and by 
taking it away it takes 
away the value. 

“This was a peaceful for 
protest run by students 
for the students and it is 
an excellent, positive way 
of getting involved in 
something what they all 
seem to feel passionate 
about.” 

Mr Austin held a ques- 
tion-and-answer session 
with some students after¬ 
wards. He said: “The 
EMA makes such a huge 
difference to their 
family’s finances.” 


DUDLEY Council’s leaders 
have insisted they will cope 
with the loss of more than 
£18million in government 
grants over the next two years. 

The cuts announced by the gov¬ 
ernment last weekhave been antic¬ 
ipated since the coalition took over 
in May. The council’s £279m 
revenue budget will fall to £269.6m 
next year and £258m in 2012/13 as 
council tax freezes are also 
imposed. 

Council leader Councillor Anne 
Millward said the £18m her 
authority was going to lose was in 
line with what bosses had prepared 
for. 

“We have been carrying out 
detailed planning over the last few 
months as we awaited the settle¬ 
ment,” she said. 

“Clearly there are going to be dif¬ 
ficult decisions to make, but I can 
assure residents and council staff 
we will do all we can to reduce 
impacts on jobs and services. 

“We will now look to finalise our 
budget which will go before a 
meeting of the cabinet in January.” 

Cabinet member for finance 
Councillor David Blood added: “We 
are now finalising our budget plans 
which will look to ensure we can 
continue to deliver frontline serv¬ 
ices to residents. 

“Over recent months we have 
been looking at a number of ways of 
making efficiency savings.” 

The council has already been 
drawing up budget savings of £65m 
by 2015 and residents are cur¬ 
rently being consulted on where 
the axe should fall. 

So far it has only confirmed that 
there will be significant job losses 
among the 15,000 staff but bosses 
have been waiting until today’s 
announcement before unveiling 
specific plans. 

The budget, detailing proposals 
for 2011/12, 2012/13 and 2013/14, 


will go before a special meeting of 
the council’s cabinet on January 12 
before going to the full council on 
March 7 for a final vote. 

In Sandwell, budgets will fall 
from £353m to £313m which 
includes a £35m cut in government 
grants over the next two years. 

Finance boss Councillor Steve 
Eling, said the cuts were “disgrace¬ 
ful” and the borough faced very dif¬ 
ficult choices. He said savings 
made in management costs and 
other areas such as reducing 
energy costs would be made, but 
would not be enough to plug the 
gap. 

He added: “It will make a fair 
sized dent, but we are not going to 
be able to find all this money to fill 
that gap, something is going to 
give.” 

He added that the authority was 
still looking at making 700 job cuts 
in the next year and would be 
looking at achieving many of those 
through voluntary redundancies. 

Toughest 

Councillor Ray Nock, leader of 
the Conservative opposition group 
in Sandwell, said: “We’ve got to 
think smart to protect frontline 
services. We can’t just make willy 
nilly redundancies.” 

The following year, the budget 
will reduce by another £llm. 

Announcing the plans, Commu¬ 
nities Secretary Eric Pickles said 
the cuts were not as bad as people 
had been led to believe. 

He said: “The reality is that 
despite the toughest economic cir¬ 
cumstances in recent memory, the 
Coalition Government will ensure 
that next year the average reduc¬ 
tion in councils’ spending power 
will be 4.4 per cent. 

“By adopting an intelligent and 
fair approach to the way funding is 
allocated we have been able to 
ensure those parts of the country 
that are most reliant on central 


funding continue to get the lion’s 
share of the taxpayers’ money that 
is available. Funding fairness 
underpins this settlement. 

“We are protecting the public 
from excessive council tax rises by 
stopping any council tax revalua¬ 
tion and setting up a £650 million 
fund so town halls can freeze 
council tax this April. This will 
offer real help to families and pen¬ 
sioners.” 

But schools across the West Mid¬ 
lands will not see their budgets rise 


over the next four years, the Gov¬ 
ernment has admitted. 

The schools budget will not now 
rise above inflation as announced 
by the Chancellor in the spending 
review because of changes to the 
official forecast, it means the £430 
pupil premium, will not, in real 
terms, be extra money. 

Under the scheme, every child 
whose parents earn less than 
£16,000 a year will be entitled to 
the payment which will be given to 
schools to spend on cutting class 


sizes and increasing one-to-one 
sessions. The extra money — worth 
£625 million in 2011/12 - is 
designed to improve results among 
the poorest children who are eligi¬ 
ble for free school meals. 

In addition, the basic school 
funding allocation per pupil - 
which does not include the pupil 
premium or capital funding for 
building projects, is staying the 
same. This means that in 2011/12 
Dudley will get £4,895 per pupil 
and Sandwell, £5,314. 



Chairman of Blackheath Organ, Keyboard and 
Musical Society Malcolm Jones 

Music society 
keen to recruit 


BLACKHEATH Organ, 
Keyboard and Musical 
Society is on the lookout 
for new members. 

The club invites 
members to listen, learn 
and perform with the 
organ and keyboards, 
and is hoping to expand 
its membership to 
include more young 
people. 

Malcolm Jones, 
spokesman for the club 
said: “We are looking for 
new members, whether 
they want to come along 
to learn, play, or just 
listen. We have 15 
members at the 
moment, from all over 


the West Midlands and 
are hoping to get some 
younger people involved. 

“We have had a few 
more musicians get in 
contact recently, which 
is really positive and we 
want to build on that.” 

The society, which 
holds regular meeting, 
recitals, and charity 
shows meets on the 
second Monday of every 
month at Rowley Regis 
Conservative Club in 
Hawn Lane. Meetings 
start at 7.30pm. 

Anyone that would 
like more details should 
call Malcolm on 0121 
4397260. 



VfixJd Wt# to vrfjfr d\ 
lirmr lurtomirs a vwry 
Mwry Otis 

, ^Stourbridge 
Chronicle 

WuuJd Hi* Xu nr »It 
Merry Cfwtfnw 



Body Balan 
Holistic Training 

fl'iwAV /flfc* fii smh u*7 
CtWMtrvsfW M rmd NOMt 
a ChrUinuu 


mi no'i Wxxa 



Cu*to*ri+n * vmr/ 
V Mer/y CfrrfslrtHto 


/ 


Robins 

Timber 

WoaSefUk* to ivfei* &l 
Mtrry Chrhfrrs^c 


^Stourbridge 
Travel 


*•>&<* u ivua q ( t^i I 
Cfnhh mu 

,, 


Stourbridge 

Chroaide 

HfeiAl Mb* to hirtt dtt 

tbmwr auMormm rs «rW 
ftu on a AftSg TWrfrfinaii 
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SalsRHSI 


rrxjke.bdliBv* 


32" BRAVIA LCD TVs 


$ 2 -rj *31000 

FieaUawHDLCD 


MT ►TiVtRJHDICJK) 
FiMrftfwHDlGD 



LOADS MORE OFFERS IN-STORE! 



Birmingham | Kidderminster | Lichfield 


Weaver's Wharf Kidderminster 
m t*!tnn TK *A* ttQ 01562 027 100 

Shrewsbury j Stafford | Sutton Coldfield 
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BUY 

NOW 


HALF 

PRICE 


STARTS 10.30 am 
BOXING DAY 


PLUS 10% BACK 
IN VOUCHERS* 


Bihrton 

Greet Bridge Road WV14 BLB 
call 0646 060 8240 
or visit l<a^kes£C’.uk 


AND BEAT THE 
VAT INCREASE! 
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LARGE FURNITURE RANGE 


Christmas Sale^ 


FREE 

Deliver)' 

On All Beds 


r, 


Dra^ r ers^ 

On MWisI R® 


Mite latest 
TV Beds 
■ Anysee 




Double Divan 
4 FREE Drawers 


Memory Foam| 
Beds & Mattresses 




OVER 60 BED 


Kids Beds 

Small Doubles 


Mattre. 

Hsari coords 


See l rr vae to F t Co ndhions 


T W‘ jdtf* 2Jfdf>e<ntsa 
0^1*. 2ihii Cw.Lllki, XI j.'i 

O^fS I Ttr» k i Jtj 3trth Cltiurlrtf, IO liiA |aT* 

«T :J ;* k-x' Vidr'ilut 

j • •r - ;r' »VvKfc.y jrdJVv.oy 


































Page 12 STOURBRIDGE CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23 2010 



PUBLIC NOTICE 


save fs 


DON'T «STT*n 
TICSC OFFERS AW) PRICES 
WILL rt ULH BE BEPEJCVHI... 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS FOR 3 DAYS ONLY 


Sunday 26th IVlonday 27th I Tuesday 28th 
December December I Decent! er 

10-5|iii 9am-5pm I 9am-5pm 


-T. .-U i CARPETS MASSIVE DISCOUNTS FDR 3 DAYS O NLY 

I ALL STOCKS - 

MUST BE SOLD 

THIS IS OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER!! EXTRA 
DISCOUNT OFF OUR ALREADY LOW SALE 
PRICES FOR THE FIRST 3 DAYS ONLY 


MYERS FULL DOUBLE 
I SIDE STORAGE DIVAN 


A COIHETE DOUBLE 
| FRAME AND MATTRESS SET 


I* I l|ll Ji lt. 

|*2 Deep 
Dowi$ 


U._I 


NOW ONLY 


SAVE 

70% 


Liteil 

tatlei-ljij. 

Corrib * 
I MUft 


DOUBLE ORTHOPAEDY | 
DIVAN 


• 2 ifagiih'Krti 

• Pmitep 
IlM 

• folium I 9 
uti 


$wt 

r*l 170% 


DOUBLE MEMORY 
FOAM DIVAN 

Maraptui 

j ||l It! 

*** 

3|Bitibpoi E. 

I ttF t Jlji 




FULLY SPRUNCI 
MATTRKSSBS 

ObwaiE Camara 4, BN^il la» 

w as 169 

CPfl BEDROOM 
PACK AO I 

was £20 


3 vKATIR RKCLIMIR 
SETT II 

MM— MWNWfr p*i»M 




DOUBLE 3IZI M ITTOflY 
FOAM MATTRB5S 

«M MW Al 

uxstw 

“aui4 

DOOR ROBE 


£249 



DUCHESS 
Of* SIZE BED 

CW* Bat* D»m Bat, thraad tmartd 

was <199 

RiaUIMRIJ MVTRK | 
V/DCCLDAR ROCS 

I RRgRg *** **»•**<*» 

WAS caoo 





CARLTON 3 SKAT IR & 
2 *3KAT IFt SOFA 

Mfrit* *kaJL lawn, k MBad 

was t9W 




FAUX LEATHER 
2SEATER SETTEI 

Hlui^OMiadla 


was £000 


<99 


STARTS BOXING DAY 10.00AM 
EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR FIRST 5 DAYS 


80 °/c 





KIIIOSDE 
OfrmOPAIDftC BID 

to mf Baa* Sraa Eat, ErtnBie 
Ma tb a n 

WAS COO 

THE PI Btt BY REAL 
LKATH in 3 CTR ♦ 2 STR 
QM Q»^ Wji * 1 'anLJ—i—Offer 



LA ROC OAK 
Dill I WO SET 
tf*M IMF **kAd*k aM OM 

WAS can 




SETS 

iMY 


SMALL OAK 

diii mo SET 


WAS^gO* 

DROP LEAF 
DIII INO SET 

tomJ laUa IN 4 ; Ofefe* OUt* 

was CE 4 E 



* LbCi'i Jij DC 

QAFtar* 

• jll* out 

♦ FISQire 
Flsi Saved 




TEC EriGMfi crmci SINGLE 
ST 0 RA.GE BED 

• Lae* Cow# 

NiJWt 


TEC CDHENAMEXJCANHNE 
DOUBLE BEDFRAME 


♦Riston* 

fintsewecP 

+l*4ei 

r-t 

♦EhOiii.l 


THE ASHVCLL LIGHT UQOO i 
r,]!! TABLE S 6 CHAIRS 


5 SETS 


TO 

CLEAR 

SAVE 

50% 


Ctoh 

•HOW 

tant-v 

• 6talWi* 


J 0«1»t 

NV/I 


NOW ONLY 


4 SETS 
ONLY 


NOW ONLY 


Itausa, Live Stmt, 


01384 

■tan toil* r 


1 Mariiet Street, 
KIDOERMIWSTER DY10 1A6 
01562 825281 

4mm«» JM a Mrrnmtf 


583 Bearwood In 
BEARWOOD B6C 41 
01214202991 
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S^SUMMERHILL 

up\o $0 off yTrust the experts.. Bathrooms 

www.summerhLllbathrooms.co.uk 


1 i l.i l'ii' l;. il 



li 



(S 


Ideal 


WALK IN SYNERGY 
ENCLOSURE 

0 mm Safety Ghss r 

EeeyOean Gtes. 

£349 *-£249 


includes furniture semi rece« tositt 
dudMPTH ehron 11 ^ ji«<xor concealed 
Cittern, back 10 wall pan inti drluxsift 
dose seat. 


NEW 

RANGE 




ANNIE Top qcollt; 
su'vt P^u. Cistern. Pecfeital. 

sco Basin 
WtbSoft 
Close seat 

£115 

St: Jet Whirlpool 
llart'i Coitiplete 
reduced ro 



An i mwu..ra £299 


Not to be missed • clearance of warehouse stock (whilst stock lasts ) 1 


LSHAPED 

BATH 


mira 

MIRA CODA 

TV-CRMDSrJTC VALVE ] 
KaU.hceEeandhedd 


immmM 


3 

TRITON TBOZ 

?. 5 kv 4 .a.Skw. £00 

93kv<ard1Q.5kw ** 


TJU'T Reduced to 

sere cTi 
3M J l^rh 
pine i 


£389 





LIFETI^ajrfRANTffi 



Complete with 
vttrextshasli. 


* Designer semi recess basin 
Designer back to wall pan 

_ 50 % off r Delux soft close seat 

Lakes IcTwflWl enciosuisI wi,h * ver r purchase over l 75 o 
L -A of Montrose Furniture 


'£129 

1199 

1219 


WOLVERHAMPTON OPEN 6 DAYS 

90-92 TRYSULL ROAD 9-6 Hon day-Saturday 
MERRY HILL ample free parking 

01902 345245 


DUDLEY OPEN 7 DAYS 

2-7 BRADLEY STREET 9-6Monday-Saturday 

PENSNETT Late HI 8 Thursday 

01384 263626 n-4 Sunday 
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OUTDOOR MARKET 
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tpjiiili Pivi« J.iit- \u\ 

EVERY THURSDAY A SATURDAY 


■ '-.brylaftD ciit-M itijm *'yriiii-iiimiMfi 
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+ iai?ts ♦Fr^MlKJ 
-iilifi'ij! idLi-'lii'.-zrii! U 
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Friday 24t h Deoem ber 

THE LEGEIIDARV 
CHHSITU1AS EVE 
PARTY 

£6 Doors S pm UNTIL WE GAN 
HEAR THE SLEIGH BELLS 
Friday 31 st December 
Doors 8 pm, Admission E5 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
PARTY 

Tliis is it... Tlie Big One, Join 
Us to Ring Out the Old and 
Ring in tlie New 


DENON 


Mr*i vufrTImfligrbcBriAiKvMiA Wm l 
* pi uiB lM) |pti * ^Jl CtliihK- Ji-:t tl.'Jjj Ackriu-lcti 
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“'Christmas Clearance*** 
Starts Tuesday 28th December lOanMpm 
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Wm tm NOW 


Chatswofth * 'fcterixyrs ‘ lr>dr 4*il 

Tel : 0X3 84 892018 
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wwMchatswtrthbrtti'iorbiii'g.uk 

Hayes Lane, Lye, Kir. Stourbridge 
SbcmTOom Open 7 dais a treek 10 am 
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Former staff from the Round Oak Steelworks are seen during a reunion event at Dudley Museum 


The steelworks seen when it was still in operation and, right, an aerial view of the site in 1988 


Furnace of friendship 



Ex-workers, brothers Ron and Ken Walters, seen with artwork on display 


Barry Thompson, Richard Wandless, Brendan Hawthorne and Steve Field 


IT ONCE employed thou¬ 
sands of workers and the 
red glow of its hot fur¬ 
naces would light up the 
Black Country sky at 
night as sparks, ash and 
the hiss of cooling metal 
filled the air. 

Generations of Brierley 
Hill families had laboured in 
the open hearths at the land¬ 
mark Round Oak steelworks 
since it began production in 
1857 at the height of the 
Industrial Revolution. 

When the famous furnaces 
closed in December 1982, it 
caused upset, anger and 
widespread unemployment. 

Now, 28 years later, it has 
been replaced with smart 
glass-fronted offices and 
restaurants on the Water¬ 
front complex and nearby 
farmland has been trans¬ 
formed into a busy modern 
shopping centre, bringing 
jobs back to the town. 

But memories of years 
spent labouring at one of the 
Black Country’s most famous 
steelworks came flooding 
back at a reunion for former 
workers, who still hold it 
dearly in their hearts. 

More than 100 workers got 
together to remember the old 



Trevor Potter, Wally Fletcher, Len Jones, Tom Gray, Ernie Allen, Dennis Horton, in 1961 


days at a reunion at Dudley 
Museum and Art Galley 
earlier this month. 

And it wasn’t long before 
old friends starting reminisc¬ 
ing about what it was like 
working at the plant, which 
they fondly called the Old 
Lady. 

The steelworks were a 
family affair for brothers Ken 
and Ron Walters, aged 66 and 
63, who had both followed in 
the footsteps of their father 
David, a ladleman, who 
worked at the site for more 
than 40 years. 

The pair spent their days in 
the open hearth, with Ken, of 
Gorsty Avenue, working for 
12 years at the site while Ron, 
of Fenton Street was there a 
decade. 

“My father started work 
there when he was 15 almost 
by accident,” Ron said. 

“He was hanging around 
the gates and a foreman 
spotted him and said ‘you will 
do’ and that was it, he became 
one of the workers. 

“Because my father worked 
there, me and my brothers 
David and Ken went there 
too. It was a great place to 
work, you really felt part of 
something big. 

“Round Oak closing had 


such huge impact on Brierley 
Hill. It was the heart and 
soul of the town and when it 
closed it left behind a ghost 
town, which has never fully 
recovered,” said Ron. 

When Round Oak closed 
many workers struggled to 
find jobs elsewhere and as a 
last resort some opted to seek 
positions at steelworks over¬ 
seas. 

Friends John Bagley, aged 
66, of Stourbridge, Edwards 
Mattocks, 73, and Peter 
Taylor, 67, both of Brierley 
Hill, went abroad to find 
work after the site closed. 

“We all went around the 
world to find jobs, because 
there wasn’t any work in this 


country,” said Mr Bagley, who 
spent 20 years at Round Oak 
before spells working in Italy, 
Spain and Iceland. 

“We were very sad when 
Round Oak closed. It was 
more than just a steelworks, 
it was a way of life. 

“Men started work there 
when they 15 and stayed 
their until they retired. 

“We used to call Round Oak 
the Old Lady and treated her 
with respect,” said Mr Mat¬ 
tocks, who worked in the 
melting shops from 1952 to 
1980. 

Another long-serving 
worker was retired engineer 
Tony Shinner, of Norton 
Road, Stourbridge, who was 


at Round Oak from 1947 to 
1981. 

For the last 11 years, he 
was joined by his wife of 60 
years, Betty, who was one of 
many women working in the 
offices. 

“It was a happy place to 
work,” she said. 

“There was quite a lot of 
women working in the offices 
while then men were on the 
shop floor. I enjoyed my time 
there.” 

The reunion included an 
exhibition of old photographs 
and paintings of the Round 
Oak site as well as poetry 
readings paying homage to 
the site’s importance in Brier¬ 
ley Hill. 
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Suites From £399 

Call Today 
01384482082 


Sofas From £99 


DiscountFumitureStore 


Leather beds From £99 

~ Opposite the 
Merry hill Centre 


Unit 2-3, Enterprise Trading Estate. Brierley Hill, West Midlands, DY5 1TX, 
Opening Times, Mon - Sat 9:00am - 5:00pm,Sun - 10:00am - 4:00pm 

Many items available for immediate delivery 
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Decision 
delayed 
over new 
homes at 
mansion 



CONTROVERSIAL plans to build homes 
in the grounds of a listed Georgian manor 
house would provide £400,000 to help pre¬ 
serve the historic building, developers 
claim. 

An application for 14 houses in the 
shadow of Wordsley Manor, the home of the 
Firmstone family, was recommended for 
refusal by Dudley Council. But its develop¬ 
ment control committee last week opted to 
carry out a site visit before deciding 
whether to grant planning permission. 

More than 100 people signed a petition 
against the proposals submitted by devel¬ 
oper Selbourne Homes. 

Planning chiefs said the scheme would 


pose a threat to bats and reptiles in the 
grounds, as well as four slow-worms found 
in the manor house. 

A report to the committee admitted the 
scheme would “deliver a number of bene¬ 
fits” but said more work needed to be done 
by the developers to protect the wildlife. 

Gavin Warr, managing director of Sel¬ 
bourne Homes, told the committee that the 
scheme would “save Wordsley Manor”. 

But Lynda Webb, of Meadowfield Close, 
speaking on behalf of the 106 objectors, 
said: “The loss of green space in the 
grounds far outweighs any benefits the 
development would bring. Once a site like 
this is lost it is lost forever.” 



Council takes nearly 
300 dogs off streets 


Battle is on to save help centre 


TEENAGERS fighting to 
save a closure-threat¬ 
ened Stourbridge coun¬ 
selling centre held a 
street demonstration 
calling for it to be given a 
another chance. 

The campaigners say 
The What? Centre, in 
Coventry Street, which is 
expected to shut in the 
new year, should stay 
open to continue helping 
young people. 

A total of 3,000 people 
have signed a petition to 
keep it open. It is strug¬ 
gling to survive after 
Dudley Council axed a 
£47,000 grant. 

More than 20 staff, vol¬ 
unteers and teenagers 
joined the protest in High 
Street. 

Organisers Danielle 
Greenhill and Claire 
Smith, both aged 18, who 
have used the centre, 
said it should be given 
another chance. 

Danielle, from Stour¬ 
bridge, said: ‘We wanted 
to show people that we 
care about The What? 
centre.” 

The council said the 
organisation can re¬ 
apply for help from next 
spring. 



Campaigners Steph Manson, Olivia Wood, Ashleigh 
Chance, Laura Duffy, Claire Smith and Danielle Greenhill, 
who are fighting to save The What? Centre 


ALMOST 300 stray dogs have been 
picked up by Dudley Council this year 
it has been revealed. 

The council took over responsibility for 
the collection of strays from the police in 
April 2008. 

Figures released by the council show 
that between January and the start of 
December, the authority picked up 284 
dogs. Providing the service cost just over 
£58,000 between April and October. 

Councillor David Stanley, cabinet 
member for environment and culture, 
said: “I have been trying to get the message 
across for the last couple of years, a dog is 
not just for Christmas. 

“People need to realise when they pur¬ 
chase dogs it is expensive with things such 
as vet bills and feeding. I would urge 
people to really give it consideration and 
make sure they have the finances avail¬ 
able.” 

Collected 

Of the dogs collected, 122 were re-united 
with their owners. A small number are still 
waiting at kennels but the remainder have 
been re-homed . 

Between April 2008 and April 2009 
Dudley Council collected 500 stray dogs. 

All strays picked up in the borough are 
taken to Rosedene Dog Rescue Centre, 
Walsall. Owners who collect their dogs 
from there must to pay all kennelling costs 
plus a fine of £25. Dogs are kennelled for a 
week before being offered a new home. 

Dog owners are legally required to 
ensure their dog wears a collar and tag 
with the name and address of the owner. 

The council is not responsible for dogs 
belonging to people who have been taken 
into hospital or care, or dogs of evicted 
tenants. 


Call for 
action 
on cages 

WEST Midlands MEP 
Liz Lynne has backed a 
call for tough action 
against EU states and 
their egg producers who 
fail to phase out battery 
cages before the January 
1, 2012 deadline set by 
the European Commis¬ 
sion. 

MEPs at the European 
Parliament in Stras¬ 
bourg have voted to stick 
with the EU Commis¬ 
sion’s plans to phase out 
the cages and oppose any 
attempts to extend its 
deadline. 

They also called for 
member states which 
comply with the legisla¬ 
tion to be able to ban 
imports from others pro¬ 
ducing eggs illegally. 

The Liberal Democrat 
MEP said: “It is time to 
start naming and 
shaming those who don't 
comply with minimum 
standards for hen 
welfare.” 


Health centre rent 
could reach £93m 


THE rent for three new health centres in Dudley will come to 
£93.6 million during the 25-year lease - more than double the 
cost of building them. 

Two health and social centres in Brierley Hill and Stourbridge, along with- 
Ridgehill Centre, Stourbridge were built through a private public partnership 
called Dudley Infracare Lift for £40.1 million. 


Dudley Primary Care Trust pays an 
annual rent for the buildings and has a 
25-year lease. The total rent for the prop¬ 
erties is £ 3,747,108. If current rents 
remain, the PCT will have spent more 
than £93.6 million leasing the centres by 
the end of the term. The PCT said the 
partnership helped finance project and 
can spread the cost. 

Brierley Hill Health and Social Centre, 
Venture Way, cost £26.5 million to build. 
The annual rent is £1,872,570. Stour¬ 
bridge Health and Social Centre, John 
Corbett Drive, cost £8.1 million and has 
an nnula rent of £1,184,100. The rent for 
the £5.5 million Ridge Hill is £690,438. 
Rents will change according to inflation. 

PCT chief executive Sarah Dugan said 
over five years three first-class facilities 
had been built providing exemplary stan¬ 
dards. “We do not have to make an initial 
large outlay but are able to spread the 
cost of the building over a number of 
years, rather like a mortgage payment,” 
she said. 


MP^debate 
on business 

STOURBRIDGE MP Margot James 
has led a discussion on how govern¬ 
ment can support business in the 
Black Country. 

It came at a recent breakfast 
debate staged by the Black Country 
Reinvestment Society (BCRS) with 
the West Midlands Economic 
Forum at Stourbridge College ATC, 
the Waterfront, Brierley Hill. 

The debate followed the launch of 
a BCRS report on the future of 
lending to small businesses. Other 
speakers included Professor David 
Bailey of Coventry Business School 
and Paul Kalinauckas, chief execu¬ 
tive of BCRS. It came days before 
the approval of the Black Country 
Local Enterprise Partnership. 


Zoo set 
for soul 
revival 


NORTHERN Soul is 
returning to Dudley Zoo 
after a book prompted 
Motown memories 
among Midlands fans. 

A Christmas party 
reunion of DJs and 
dancers will take place at 
the Zoo’s Queen Mary 
Suite on December 23. 

The event will also 
feature an exclusive 
preview of a forthcoming 
Northern Soul documen¬ 
tary DVD, Keep On 
Burning and a book 
signing of Northern Soul 
Stories, by promoter Neil 
Rushton. 

He said: “It will feature 
former resident DJs 
playing records that 
made Northern Soul and 
Tamla Motown nights at 
the Queen Mary so 
popular during the 
1970s.” 

Tickets are £6. More 
details are available at 
www.soulvation.biz or on 
01543 670116. 
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This 500 has a downsized engine but doesn’t turn its back on style or fun, says lain Dooley 

Mini marvel for the masses 


WITH car makers keen 
to reduce emissions and 
save fuel these days, one 
obvious place to start is 
weight reduction. 

And what better way to cut 
unnecessary weight than to 
streamline a car’s engine - 
downsizing is the new black. 

Fiat has long held a reputation 
for engine development, and it’s 
now halved the cylinder count for 
its popular 500. 

Dubbed ‘TwinAir’ the 500’s 0.9- 
litre, twin-cylinder petrol unit 
offers significant savings over a 
larger four-pot motor in terms of 
economy, emissions and, unsur¬ 
prisingly, weight. Fiat says this 
engine will be the first of many 
aiming to reduce emissions levels 
to new lows well in advance of any 
country-specific legislation. 

Upshot 

The upshot for the consumer is 
a 500 with more character. When 
it first appeared some observers 
were disappointed by its lack of a 
technological highlight. The car 
was a faithful, if larger, reproduc¬ 
tion of a classic but there were no 
ground-breaking features. 

That’s changed with the arrival 
of Fiat’s TwinAir engine, and it’s 
difficult to think of a more appro¬ 
priate home for this remarkable 
little motor. 



The TwinAir’s engine note is addictive 






stereotype if it tried. Fiat’s engineers 
have done an excellent job of isolating 
the traditional characteristics of such 
an engine — noise, vibration and 
harshness - and it proves a charming 
companion. You immediately warm 
to its slightly offbeat angry bumble 
bee note. 

Such a signature tune is perfectly 
in keeping with the 500’s visual 
charm and will have you grinning 
like a child with a chocolate bar to 
itself. And boy, is that engine note 
addictive. The unit’s smooth power 
delivery and ample torque ensure 
that you’re never left stranded. 


Sprightly 


Kit levels mirror the regular 

Borrowing Fiat’s recent Multiair 
development - where airflow into the 
engine is managed electronically 
cylinder by cylinder through the 
unit’s inlet valves, not the throttle — 
this two-cylinder engine is the 
product of a clean-sheet design, a new 
type of turbocharger and a few 
hundred million Euros. 

In reality Fiat’s achievement is 


Fiat 500 The TwinAir proves that halving the number of cylinders doesn’t mean halving the fun 

worthy of significant praise. In 85 Granted, the 500 is hardly a big car, of the ownership experience, however, 
horsepower trim - 105bhp turbo and but that’s a 15 per cent C02 reduction Turn the key and you enter a new 
65bhp non turbo variants are sched- over a regular 1.2-litre petrol 500. If world of two-cylinder fun. Save for a 
uled to follow - you get the power, you opt for Fiat’s ‘Dualogic’ semi-auto few hardy souls who have grappled 
accelerative punch and cruising gearbox, the numbers are better still, with Citroen’s 2CV, most people will 
ability of a traditional small capacity at 70.6mpg and 92g/km respectively. have no prior experience of two-cylin- 
four-cylinder petrol car but with the It only takes a minute to realise der engines. 

economy and, crucially emissions of how much this particular 500 could Unlike the iconic tin snail, Fiat’s 
something much smaller. How does save you in fuel and tax over the 500 TwinAir couldn’t be further from 
68.9mpg and 95g/km C02 sound? course of a few years. That’s only part the wheezy, underpowered two-pot 


A predictably sprightly performer 
around town, the 500 TwinAir is 
equally at home away from the city 
limits. The car’s sensibly spaced gear 
ratios do much to enhance engine 
flexibility, while, overtaking requires 
less planning than you might 
imagine and maintaining motorway 
speed is easier than you think. 

Since its launch the 500 has sold 
well, but was in need of something 
special to lift it above its rivals. With 
its clever TwinAir engine, Fiat has 
set a new benchmark for engine tech¬ 
nology. 

With equipment levels mirroring 
that of the regular four-cylinder 
model line-up and positioned price- 
wise a step above the entry-level 500, 
the TwinAir variant is not about sac¬ 
rificing creature comforts in the 
pursuit of saving fuel and money. 
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MOTORING 


Electric motoring turns over 
a new Leaf to save money 



The new Nissan Leaf electric car should not lose its value quicker than conventional rivals, say experts 


INDEPENDENT experts have pre¬ 
dicted that the new European Car of 
the Year, the Nissan Leaf, will retain a 
substantial 47 per cent of its on road 
price after three years and 30,000 
miles - better than hybrid and diesel 
engined rivals. 

This has resulted in the cost of owner¬ 
ship falling even further, with low depreci¬ 
ation adding to the savings made from 
using cheaper, cleaner electricity as a fuel. 

Charging the Nissan Leaf’s batteries 
costs around £2 and the car has a range of 
more than 100 miles according to official 
figures. 

In addition, electric vehicle drivers do 
not have to pay for a tax disc, are exempt 
from the London congestion charge and 


can park for free in some cities. Company 
car drivers can save even more, as the 
Nissan Leaf does not attract any Benefit in 
Kind liability, potentially saving thou¬ 
sands every year in tax. 

For example, a company car driver 
paying 40 per cent tax and swapping a 
Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi SE auto for a 
Nissan Leaf will find an extra £301.53 in 
their pay packet every month, which is like 
being given a rise of almost £5,000 a year. 

Hybrid 

To make electric motoring affordable for 
private buyers the Nissan LEAF is now 
available on a Personal Contract Purchase 
(PCP) scheme, with the residual value 
being underwritten by Nissan. It means 
buyers can be an ‘electric vehicle pioneer’ 


and pay the same in monthly finance as a 
conventional hybrid or diesel car — but still 
make massive savings on running costs. 

With a deposit of £3,850 for example, the 
Nissan Leaf can be had for just £397.17 per 
month. After three years the car can be 
handed back, refinanced or the customer 
can buy another Nissan. 

Paul Willcox, managing director of 
Nissan Motor GB said: “Buyers can be con¬ 
fident that the LEAF will not lose value 
any faster than a conventional rival, 
thanks to the verdict of independent indus¬ 
try experts. Nissan is happy to show its 
confidence too and underwrite the future 
value using a PCP scheme. 

“This will help drivers get behind the 
wheel of the new European Car of the Year 
2011 .” 


Proton rolls out deals to 
beat the VAT increase 



PROTON has rolled 
out a series of deals 
aimed at motorists who 
want to beat the immi¬ 
nent VAT rise by buying 
a new car before the end 
of the year. 

Buying a new five-door 
city car, five door hatchback 
or sporty supermini has 
never been easier thanks to 
the deals the Malaysian 
firm is offering on its Savvy, 

GEN-2 and Satria Neo this 
winter. 

The Savvy has been 
dressed up for winter with 
the addition of a smart new 
tailgate spoiler, now stan¬ 
dard on all 1.2 Style models. 

The five door Savvy city 
car has a spacious interior 
and is easy to park with 
reverse distance sensors as 
standard. 

Pollen 

Prices start at £7,295 on 
the road and this is backed 
up by a £750 discount on all 
models in the Savvy Style 
range at participating deal¬ 
erships. 

There are offers on every model in the 
GEN-2 range at participating dealers, 
including £1,000 off GSX models, along 
with £500 off manual transmission models 
in the GLS range, making the GEN-2 even 
more affordable. 

All GEN-2 models have air conditioning 
with pollen filter and remote central 
locking with alarm as standard. 

The GEN-2’s spacious cabin also now 
offers drivers a new dark grey interior 
colour scheme extending to the seats, door 
inserts and a new darker dashboard and 
door trim. Prices start at £8,995 on the 
road for the 1.3 GLS model. 

In addition, GEN-2 GSX models also 
come with a stylish dark leather interior 
worth £1,000 totally free of charge. 

The Lotus-inspired Satria Neo with a 


low, road-hugging style is also available 
with £750 off GSX models. 

The top-of-the- range 1.6 GSX come in 
either manual or automatic form and 
boasts a 0-62 time of 11.5 seconds, along 
with a top speed of nearly 120mph. 

The Satria Neo 1.6 GSX starts from just 
£9,995 on the road and includes 16-inch 
alloy wheels with Continental Sport tyres, 
climate control, electric mirrors, front fog 
lamps and a rear spoiler. 

Bonnet 

The centrally mounted exhaust, halogen 
head lamps and sloping bonnet leading to 
an aggressively-designed front grill, com¬ 
plete the Satria Neo’s imposing looks. 

Proton is also offering a finance deposit 
contribution scheme for customers order¬ 


ing before December 31. 

Under the scheme, when customers take 
out a low rate finance option with Proton 
Finance Limited, they will receive up to 
£750 towards the Savvy, up to £750 
towards the GEN-2 saloon or Persona, 
£500 towards the LPG dual fuel GEN-2 
ecoLogic, and up to £1,250 towards the 
Satria Neo and Satria Neo Sport. 

Simon Park, general manager sales and 
marketing for Proton Cars (UK) Ltd. said: 
“We know that every penny counts — espe¬ 
cially in the festive season. 

“By rolling out this exclusive finance 
deposit contribution scheme across our 
dealer network in the UK, we hope that 
customers will really feel the benefit at a 
time when every little helps — especially 
when buying a new car.” 
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Plan well, take care - oh, and be 
sensible about those fog lights 


WITH Britain in deep freeze, 
driving conditions are obviously 
treacherous. 

The Retail Motor Industry 
(RMI) has some suggestions for 
how to avoid accidents, cope 
with a breakdown or just drive 
safely over the winter period. 

The RMI, the trade body that 
represents motor sector sales 
and service businesses, sees 
every journey as an opportunity 
to prevent the worst from hap¬ 
pening. 

Before setting off ensure you 
have: Sufficient fuel for your 
journey; mobile phone and ciga¬ 
rette-lighter charger; 

warm clothes in the car; lis¬ 
tened to the travel news and 
checked the weather forecast. 

Make sure that the antifreeze 
in the car is fresh. Insufficient 
or ‘old’ anti-freeze can cause 


hose, water pump or other 
major units to fail, leading to 
overheating. Anti-freeze should 
be changed every two years, or 
according to manufacturer rec¬ 
ommendations, due to the dete¬ 
rioration of the corrosion 
inhibitors. 

Make sure all heating and 
ventilation systems are working 
so that misting is minimised - 
do not switch off your air-condi¬ 
tioning as this keeps moisture 
and condensation to a 
minimum. 

On cold mornings use a de¬ 
icer on windows, or a scraper - 
NEVER hot water. Spray a 
special carborundum powder 
lock lubricant into the door 
locks to prevent seizing up. 
Never use a damp inhibitor on a 
modern lock. Check that the 
screen wash is not clogged and 


that the bottle is topped up for 
use and make sure that an addi¬ 
tive is used to stop it freezing. 

Tyre tread depth should be at 
least 1.6 mm across the central 
three-quarters of the breadth of 
the tread and around the entire 
circumference, and there should 
be no cuts or cracks. 

Battery 

Also, make sure the battery is 
in good condition; check wind¬ 
screen wipers for wear and 
replace them if necessary; give 
all external lights and mirrors a 
thorough clean; headlamps 
should be correctly aligned. 

Once the car is ready for 
winter, it’s worth compiling an 
emergency kit, to be kept in the 
boot, so that in the event of a 
breakdown you’re prepared 

Useful supplies could include: 


Torch, spare batteries and 
bulbs; screen scraper/ de-icer; 
warning triangle; first-aid kit; 
hands free mobile phone, phone 
card and cash; blankets and 
warm jacket/robust shoes (in 
case of breakdown); shovel (to 
clear snow if necessary); fire 
extinguisher; rope (for towing if 
necessary); road atlas, maps etc. 

You need to make sure that 
the light settings match the 
driving conditions. As the 
winter months go on, drivers 
will find themselves using their 
lights more and more, but the 
use of the lights will need to be 
appropriate for the road condi¬ 
tions. If conditions change 
during a journey, alter your 
light settings accordingly. For 
example, if you use front and 
rear fog lights unnecessarily 
you will be breaking the law. 


n 


Carsym cai alfM.. 

^ ...from a name you can trust 


• Family run father & son business with 30 years in the trade 

• Fantastic peace of mind warranty available on every car 

• All vehicles are serviced, MOT’d and have a 92 point checkover prior to delivery 

• Part exchange your current car, van or i 

• Can't get finance - we can help 

• Up to 5 years Finance available 

• Top part exchange Allowance 

• Deposits from £99 



til 03 REG CITROEN C51.8 VTR 5 DOOR 

IN METALLIC BLUE, ONLY ONE OWNER FROM NEW, 
SELF LEVELLING SUSPENSION, 
ALLOY WHEELS, AIR 
CONDITIONING, TRACTION 
CONTROL, CD PLAYER, 
^,-S FRONT FOG LIGHTS, 
— ELECTRIC WINDOWS 
& MIRRORS, FULLY 
COLOUR CODED, REMOTE 



£2499 

156 WEEKS AT £18 



CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 

Friday, 24th Derember 9am - 2pm Monday 27th, Tuesday 28th Derember 10am - 4pm 

Christmas Day & Boxing Day CLOSED Wednesday 29th, Thursday 30th December 9am - 7pm 

www.motorvillage.co.uk 

your route to ca re free motoring 

Dudley Road, Lye, Stourbridge, DY9 8DU 

C 01384 895965 


Merry 
Hill - J 


Road 

MOTOR 

V.LUAGE Ttoorns 

nH#|Form 0 /a| 
Subway^ \-°ZL-\ 

Lye High Street 


EXAMPLE: CASH PRICE £2499, DEPOSIT £99,BALANCE TO FINANCE £2400. HE HO/ 
156 PAYMENTS OF £18. TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £2907. APR ■«- ■ /O 
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Reply to an ad 

by phone 0905 436 6562* by post 


Dial the number below the advert you wish to 
respond to and when prompted input the six 
digit box number. 


by text 78850 _ 

Iran advert has a mobile phone symbol next to it (as 
above) simply send WOL followed by the box number 
of the advertiser you wish to respond to and send it to 
78850*. For example: WOL(space)123456(space)Hi 
saw your ad would like 2 know more about u. It's that 
easy!(£1.50 per message sent) 


If an ad has an envelope icon next to it (as above) 
send your reply in an envelope (addressed to 
the advertisers Box number) Place this envelope 
in a further envelope addressed to My Match, 
Classified Dept., Express & Star, Queen St, 
Wolverhampton WV1 3QL. Include your name 
and address on the back of a cheque or Postal 
Order for £6 per reply (two replies for £10) Make 
cheques or postal orders to Express & Star. In 
your main letter, ensure you leave a contact 
number for the advertiser to reach you on. 


Place your ad 

121 6140*> 


Call 


0800 


Remember if you leave your 
mobile number when prompted 
we’ll send you 2 free matches i 
each week, and you can 
subscribe to receive text alerts I 
when someone leaves you a 
voice message. 

To retrieve replies tovour ad. 
just call 0905 436 6564* 


fREf 

ADS 




imtch 


View pictures 

Text 88833 


If an advert has a 
camera symbol next to 
it (as above) this means 
the advertiser has a 
photo. 

Text woLVDAT^gpace] 
followed by the 
advertisers Box number 
to 88833. 



Helping you find your perfect 
match in the Midlands 


women seeking men j 

Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : CHAT207 
To : 65125 (T&C's below). 

LINDA 70’s, likes theatre, dancing, 
seeks nice gent for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355891_ 

HI I’m Emma, a 31 yr old smiley lady. I 
love fun and am looking for excitement 
with a fun male, I want to make you 
happy, age unimportant. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355765 0 
FEMININE lady, attractive, intelligent 
and slim seeks genuine strong minded 
male; I have so many interests please 
call to hear them. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355763 0 
FRIENDLY outgoing, sociable lady, 34 
but looks mid 20’s (its true) WLTM 
adventurous male 18-65, I’m open to 
most ages/things, happy to try most 
things. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355761 0_ 

SLIM attractive, self sufficient lady, 44, 
GSOH, seeks special male, 35-50 to 
share evening in/out, theatre, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351813 0_ 

LITTLE bit nice and definitely a little bit 
naughty! Imaginative curvy blonde 
seeks male for kisses and cuddles. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 

363428 0 B _ 

ATTRACTIVE female, 45, slim, affec¬ 
tionate, intelligent, seeks honest, caring 
male for fun and friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
301001_ 

FEMALE kind, giving, thoughtful, sensi¬ 
tive, seeks lifetime friend to love and 
understand me for who I am. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 350397 
ATTRACTIVE Tall, black female, 51,6ft, 
slim-medium build, kind, honest, consid¬ 
erate, own home, seeks genuine, tall, 
faithful, 6ft plus male, 45-70 with own 
home for serious relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 349211 
53YR old female, young at heart, likes 
cinema, theatre, meals out, pubs, walks, 
holidays, seeks genuine, trustworthy 
male, 48-56. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 339275_ 

TALL slim, attractive brown eyed 
brunette, 42, many interests, seeks fun 
loving cultured male to spend quality 
time with. ACA. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 355253 |_ 

ATTRACTIVE single mum, 40, outgoing, 
seeks similar guy for good times, possi¬ 
ble relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 348919® 

OPEN friendly Christian female, profes¬ 
sional, seeks kind, caring, Christian 
male for friendship and more. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 348867 0 
PRINCE wanted, must be 6ft, loving, 
caring and honest, no old frogs. I am late 
50’s and attractive. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 337465_ 

WEST Midlands female, 4, attractive, 
slim, divorced, N/S, seeks slim, clean, 
attractive male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:343735_ 

LISA 32, size 8, seeks male, 32-48 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 346713 0 
HELEN 38, one child, blonde hair, 5ft 
6ins, slim, attractive, likes swimming, 
dancing, seeks male, 43-53 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 331399_ 

MICHELLE black British, 30, curvy, slim, 
size 12, 5ft 5ins, sociable, friendly, 
understanding, loving, seeks male, 30- 
36 to enjoy romantic nights. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 317945 
LADY N/S, car owner, seeks lonely, 
retired gent with old fashioned values for 
friendship/days out and holidays. 
Stourbridge. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:354183_ 

CURVY red haired female, been hurt in 
the past seeks older male to buy her 
flowers and mend her broken heart. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 377432 0 
ATTRACTIVE slim blonde, 45, seeks 
honest, caring, genuine male, 45-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 349651 


SINGLE mum, non drinker, seeks male 
for nights out, meals and lots of fun. 
Dudley. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
353085 0 ®_ 

ATTRACTIVE nurse, 48, 5ft 6ins, cine¬ 
ma, walks, country, WLTM attractive 
male of similar age for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
341479_ 

SLIM 32yrold blonde, kind, caring, good 
listener, honest, likes to have fun, seeks 
male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
339373 B _ 

BLONDE attractive, educated lady, tall, 
slim, curvy, 47, seeks tall, professional, 
40-52. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
362478 0_ 

PRETTY size 8 female, 19, seeks male 
to spoil and treat her like a Princess. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 335019 
COUNTRY loving female, black hair, 
green eyes, GSOH, likes countryside, 
cosy nights in, music, seeks similar 
male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
333797 0_ 

LADY 50, slim, GSOH, likes cooking, 
nights out, seeks genuine guy, 50-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 333183_ 

STEFF dark hair, single mum, small 
build, likes cosy nights in/out, seeks sin¬ 
gle dad, 30-40 for friendship, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 333173 0_ 

KAREN 47, 5ft 9ins, civil servant, attrac¬ 
tive, down to earth, likes drink, dance, 
socialising, home life, seeks tall, profes¬ 
sional male, N/S for loving relationship. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324349 
WHITE curvy female 33, GSOH, likes 
nice things in life, seeks gent 43-57. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 325939 
BLACK female, 38, seeks male, 30-50, 
adventurous, and fun loving, daring and 
caring. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
327355_ 

IRENE 72, N/S, active, 5ft 2ins, slim, 
blonde hair, seeks similar male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 331301 
EASYGOING loving day dreamer, curvy, 
long brown hair, seeks similar kind, lov¬ 
ing male to share fun, friendship and 
good conversations. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 355249 0 
BLONDE female, 32, fun loving, likes 
letting her hair down and kicking her 
heels up, caring, considerate, seeks 
likeminded male, 25-40. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 323417 B 
ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 8ins, OHAC, 
GSOH, likes meals out, holidays, WLTM 
gent, 70-80 for friendship and happi¬ 
ness. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
330461 

YOUNG bubbly black lady, likes 
wining/dining, seeks mature male for 
fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
328669_ 

SUE young thinking 54yr old female, 
varied interests, likes music, walks, cin¬ 
ema, pets, football, seeks N/S, genuine 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 328177 
RITA 32, size 16-18, 5ft 4ins, seeks 
male, 30-50 for friendship and more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324709 0 
STUNNING Caribbean black beauty, 33, 
size 10, 5ft 9ins, intelligent, caring, 
classy, seeks generous, solvent, roman¬ 
tic, male, 33-45 for loving, caring rela¬ 
tionship. Tel .No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:3267510 

SLIM attractive 44yr old female, N/S, no 
ties, likes travel, nights out, seeks male, 
40-50 for LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341491 0 ® 

ATTRACTIVE 40yr old female, brunette, 
slim, trendy, no ties, high morals, seeks 
slim male for friendship/relationship. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 316619 
YOUNG looking, pretty female, 40, 
brunette, slim, no ties, N/S, seeks attrac¬ 
tive, refined male for friendship/relation- 
ship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
313115_ 

BEAUTIFUL slim brunette, blue eyes, 
good figure, loves to dance, WLTM 
someone nice to share good times with, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 355251 0 _ 


WIDOWED female, 65, likes socialising, 
holidays, meals out, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 339765 0 

ATTRACTIVE glamorous, black female, 
young 44, seeks male for friendship/dat¬ 
ing and LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:339799 

PETITE dark haired lady, 43, size 10, 
seeks considerate, N/S male, 25-50 for 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
338651 

MARIA 38, blonde, 5ft 5ins, caring, likes 
nights in/out, seeks caring male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329319 B 

60YR old lady, young at heart, divorced, 
medium build, likes kisses, cuddles, 
seeks gent, 50-61 with GSOH and simi¬ 
lar likes. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:334627 

CURVY intelligent young widow, 58, 
blue eyes, short dark hair, lovely figure, 
seeks tall lively male to enjoy life’s 
pleasures with. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 353429 0 

WEST Bromwich female, late 50’s, mod¬ 
ern, romantic, easygoing, seeks active, 
genuine male, 45-60 for LTR. Driver pre¬ 
ferred. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
336759 

ATTRACTIVE slim female, 64, divorced, 
truthful, 5ft 3ins, modern, young at heart, 
seeks genuine, nice looking, clean male, 
57-67. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
338315 

DO you know what women want? 40yr 
old petite lady needs spoiling and lots of 
love by attractive male, 45-55. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 327573 B 

CURVY black female, seeks genuine 
male, 28-40 to make me laugh and have 
fun. Must have GSOH. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 317387 

BOSSY lady, 44, dark hair, fit, slim, good 
looking, seeks male, 40-50 who will do 
as he is told. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 326119 

YOUNG 72yr old female, slim, active, 
attractive, likes walks, seeks similar 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
324441 0 

GENUINE easygoing lady, 80’s, N/S, 
seeks likeminded gent, 65-75 for friend¬ 
ship and company. Must be genuine. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:325719 

SARAH 20, attractive, brown hair/eyes, 
nice personality, like pets, seeks similar 
male, handsome for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317925 0 B 


60YR young lady, slim, 5ft 4ins, young 
outlook, GSOH, honest, caring, loving, 
likes travel, nights in/out, music, theatre, 
seeks honest, caring male, 58-68 for 
love and laughter. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 320067 0_ 

CAROLE 55, loving, caring, GSOH, 
likes nights in/out, animals, N/S, seeks 
caring male, 50-60 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
316793 0_ 

SINGLE attractive young female, fun 
loving fit and fruity seeks likeminded 
older male for good times. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 363432 0 B 
DOWN to earth female, 45, seeks gent, 
45-55 to sparkle back into life, friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 349468_ 

FRIENDLY black female, attractive, 46, 
single mum, professional, seeks attrac¬ 
tive, solvent, trendy, professional, gen¬ 
uine male for LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 349865_ 

72YR old widower, smart, likes travel, 
conversation, dancing, cooking, missing 
that special man in her life who is easy¬ 
going and N/S. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:349265 

PROFESSIONAL lady, young 50, fash- 
ionable, pleasant, kind, likes country¬ 
side, outdoors, holidays, family life, 
seeks pleasant, committed Christian 
male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
316403_ 

ATTRACTIVE female, 42, slim, 
brunette, no ties, N/S, likes travel, nights 
out, weekends away, seeks slim male 
for possible relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 327579_ 

MAUREEN seeks male 32-45 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 323543 0_ 

LADY 76, N/S, caring, respectable, 
WLTM gentleman, 70-76 for outings, 
holidays, day trips and friendship. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 340021 



LADY 60’s, seeks male for friendship, 
holidays and socialising. Car driver with 
ability to tow a caravan a bonus. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 324265 
PETITE blonde lady, 56, OHAC, likes 
countryside, nights out, dancing, cine¬ 
ma, theatre, holidays, seeks gent with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:303395_ 

LONELY blonde widow with no ties, 
looking for love and romance again with 
lots of TLC, WLTM similar man. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355247 0 
SHEILA 5ft 4ins, blue eyes, red hair, 
16st, 53, likes music, meals out, country 
walks, seeks male, 45-54 who is sin¬ 
cere, fun loving for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
321455 0 

ROSANNA 41, caring, loving, devoted, 
loyal, seeks male for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
322921_ 

ATTRACTIVE divorced 55yr old female, 
size 10, 5ft 6ins, blue eyes, long dark 
hair, seeks tall, medium build, athletic 
guy to put the sparkle back into life. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 318203 0 
LOUISE seeks nice male in her 
Christmas stocking. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 321491 0_ 

FEMALE medium build, seeks nice N/S 
male, 40-42 for fun and friendship, 
maybe more. West Midlands. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 337985 0 
GENUINE West Bromwich female, 
smoker, many interests, seeks fit male, 
driver preferred for LTR. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 334841_ 

VAL 35, single mum, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. TeJ No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 334695 0_ 

LADY 67, N/S, caring, likes sports, 
seeks male, 60 plus for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:323529_ 

TALL slim, young at heart 48yr old 
female, seeks tall, kind hearted male for 
nights out and companionship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 323863 0 
BLACK beauty, 29, 5ft 4ins, 14st, size 
16, single mum, likes cooking, reading, 
travel, socialising, seeks honest, down 
to earth male, 30-45 Single dad wel¬ 
come. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
308031_ 

ATTRACTIVE petite female, 34, single 
mum, likes nights in/out, cinema, sea¬ 
side, days out, seeks male with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No: 317151 B 

SYLVIE 59, N/S, long blonde hair, 5ft 
2ins, slim, OHAC, likes cycling, walks, 
keep fit, horse riding, holidays, theatre, 
films, meals out, GSOH, seeks male for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 321149 0 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 0844 800 1188 

Monday - Friday 9 to 5 or alternatively, you can email us 
at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


SINGLE mum, likes walks, nights in/out, 
seeks fun loving male with similar inter¬ 
ests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
320937 0 

ATTRACTIVE divorced, single mum, 38, 
5ft 5ins, blonde hair, green eyes, seeks 
similar, honest, attractive, dark haired 
male, 35-43 for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
307800 0 

VANESSA 32, black, slim, attractive, 
likes nights in/out, cooking, seeks male, 
30-35 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 305797 
ATTRACTIVE female, medium build, 
dark hair, hazel eyes, seeks male, 20-30 
for relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:315415_ 

45YR old natural red head, likes rock 
music, seeks tall, dark, genuine, honest 
male for possible relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 312491 
ATTRACTIVE black female, 33, likes 
music, cooking, cinema, seeks tall, gen¬ 
uine male, 30-40 for LTR. Single dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:315413_ 

HAYDA widow, black hair, green eyes, 
likes countryside, pubs, nights in, 
GSOH, seeks country loving male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 320583_ 

TWO attractive ladies who like to dance 
and socialise, need two smart partners. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
319989 0_ 

DAWN 45, 5ft 2ins, average looks, easy¬ 
going, seeks male for loving relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317865_ 

WIDOW black hair, green eyes, likes 
countryside, pubs, music, nights in, 
seeks similar male. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 332231_ 

ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 7ins, genuine, 
sincere, OHAC, GSOH, likes dining out, 
holidays, seeks lonely, caring gent for 
friendship and happiness. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 331049_ 

FEMALE likes socialising, nights out, 
seeks attractive male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:336477_ 

DARK haired lady, 45, seeks N/S male, 
40-50 for friendship and nights out. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 330549 0 
CLARE 56, likes theatre, animals, films, 
seeks caring male with GSOH, 50-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 367984 0 B 
ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 7ins, slim, 
GSOH, OHAC, likes holidays, days out, 
seeks gent for friendship and happiness. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 330037 
FEMALE 53, divorced, N/S, likes the¬ 
atre, music, seeks honest, caring, loving 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 328937 0 
GENUINE caring widow, 64, attractive, 
likes reading, holidays, meals out, seeks 
genuine N/S male, 60-68. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 378566_ 

GLYNIS 47, slim, brown hair/eyes, trust¬ 
worthy, likes cinema, nights out, cinema, 
wining/dining, seeks male. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 327379 0_ 

SUSIE 35, 3 children, likes reading, 
walks, dancing, cooking, seeks 
male/single dad, 35-45 with GSOH for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 333365_ 

LEONIE 42, wheelchair user, have cere- 
bal palsy, 3 children, likes theatre, meals 
out, seeks honest, genuine, sincere 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 318685 
AVERAGE looking lady, 59, N/S, likes 
animals, reading, cosy nights in, seeks 
medium-large built gent, 50-65 for possi¬ 
ble relationship. Telford. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 330369 0_ 

FEMALE 40’s, 5ft 6ins, brunette, seeks 
nice, caring, loving, fun gent, 30-45 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329019_ 

SLIM fit, bubbly female can’t wait to 
meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. ACA. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 367066 0 
TALL curvy female, 36dd, loves music, 
looking for fun and romance with dark 
male. Give me a call. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No:359238 f 


men seeking women j 

Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : CHAT207 
To : 65125 (T&C's below). 

IAN 41, 5ft 1 ins, slim, dark hair, seeks 
similar for no strings fun. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355869_ 

GENUINE male, 6ft 1 ins, blue eyes, 
shaven head, nice personality, seeks 
genuine, honest, loving female, 30-40’s, 
slim-medium build. Dudley. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355735_ 

41 YR old professional male, seeks 
attractive, mature female, 50-70 for rela¬ 
tionship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No: 355637 0_ 

MIKE 47, brown hair, blue eyes, tall, 
easygoing, romantic, likes films, walks, 
sports, meals out, seeks soul mate to 
spoil for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 323711 B 
YOUNG looking 57yr old male, seeks 
petite, red headed female with lovely 
green eyes, 38-52 for relationship. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 383182 0 
WALSALL male, 56, good looking, N/S, 
placid nature, seeks similar female, any 
age for friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 354961 ® 
ATTRACTIVE male, 53, seeks older 
female, 60-70 for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 338165_ 

STEVE 44, medium build, dark hair, 6ft 
2ins, seeks female for relationship. 
Ludlow. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
383204 0_ 

LONELY biker, blond hair, blue eyes, 
seeks nice lady for fun, maybe more. 
Single mum welcome. Hereford. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355099 0 
YOUNG looking 57yr old male, seeks 
petite, red headed female with lovely 
green eyes, 38-52 for relationship. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 383182 0 
46YR old male, 5ft 5ins, blue eyes, short 
hair, N/S, intelligent, likes swimming, 
fishing, walks, days out, seeks similar 
honest female. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 352575 0 B 
KIDDERMINSTER man, 55, 6ft, slim, 
handsome, honest, true Knight, seeks 
Princess for happiness, romance and 
fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355297 0_ 

MALE 45, seeks female, 25-45 for regu¬ 
lar, casual relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355019 0_ 

STEVE 54, seeks large, mature female, 
35-65 for fun. Can travel. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 330103_ 

35YR old male, GSOH, WLTM female, 
30-50 for nights in/out, possible relation¬ 
ship. Stourbridge. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 354261_ 

GENUINE Hednesford male, 58, N/S, 
retired, likes sports, meals out, cinema, 
seeks female, 45-60 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 349625® 

SUCCESSFUL businessman, 32, seeks 
female, 24-40 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
348821_ 

MALCOLM 70, N/S, non drinker, likes 
caravans, weekends away, socialising, 
drives, seeks female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341345 0_ 

MALE useful 63, caring, likes music, lit¬ 
erature, country walks, animals, seeks 
intelligent lady for company. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 317671 B 
FUN loving male, 64, seeks genuine, 
romantic lady, 64-71 with GSOH and 
TLC. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
325237_ 

LOVING caring widower, GSOH, likes 
socialising, holidays, seeks attractive 
lady, 55-70 for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 348187 
CHRIS slim 46, fair hair, likes outdoors, 
seeks likeminded lady 35-45 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 346667 ®_ 

CHRISTIAN male, 53, young attitude, 
fashionable, athletic, 5ft lOins, adventur¬ 
ous, seeks soul mate. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 381618 


ATTRACTIVE tall, black male, 6ft 3ins, 
slim, 40’s, caring, genuine, GSOH, 
seeks female, 25-55 for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341031_ 

SLIM attractive male, 47, seeks caring, 
loving lady for nights out and friendship. 
Please reply for free hug. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 347521 B 
FIT 65yr old male, looks 40, feels 30, 
medium build, seeks N/S lady, 64-70, 
caring, genuine with GSOH for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 339195_ 

MARTIN 52, GSOH, romantic, tactile, 
solvent, seeks special female for nights 
out and possible relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 315713 
MALE 56, young looks, N/S, honest, 
loyal, caring, quiet, seeks similar female 
for life long soul mates. West Midlands. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 353851 
MALE 53, N/S, seeks female, 40-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Willenhall. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 352447 
ROBERT 66,national trust member, 
honest, caring, likes most sports, travel, 
theatre, seeks lady for friendship, maybe 
more. Staffs. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:351067_ 

47YR old male, average build, short hair, 
tall, seeks lady, 35-47 with GSOH for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329917_ 

TALL handsome male, 41, GSOH, likes 
romantic days/nights in/out, WLTM 
attractive, down to earth, young lady, 35- 
55, size unimportant. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 346611 0 B 
SINCERE guy tall, good job, seeks 
female to ne my friend and soul mate. 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351581 0_ 

TREVOR young 49, tall, rugby type 
build, down to earth, caring, respectful, 
own car, likes walks, meals out, cooking, 
seeks soul mate and best friend. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 323403 
DIVORCED male, Cancerian, 57, looks 
younger, seeks special lady to fill the 
empty space in life. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 349993 0_ 

ROBERT 47, 6ft, medium build, blue 
eyes, likes pubs, meals out, cinema, 
karaoke, seeks female, 45-50 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. TeL No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 338219 0 B _ 

MALE 46, N/S, seeks female to sparkle 
back into life. Wolverhampton. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 353781 0 
KEN blue eyes, slim, 5ft 8ins, seeks 
open-minded female, any age/nationali¬ 
ty for fun and good times. Lichfield. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 353619 0 
GARY 37, 6ft 2ins, black hair, seeks 
female for LTR, maybe fun. Single mum 
welcome. Willenhall. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 352731 0 ® 

MALE 46, 5ft 7ins, medium build, short 
hair, N/S, non drinker, lonely, lots of love 
to give, likes cinema, theatre, DIY, 
sports, travel, seeks female. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 328585 
MALE 48, well built, kind, considerate 
genuine, seeks female, 25-50 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. TeL No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 346673 0_ 

KIND fun, Shropshire male, 46, hand¬ 
some, fit, solvent, seeks slim, attractive, 
independent, educated lady up to 44 for 
LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
324061 B 


gay/friends seeking 


KEVIN 34, 6ft 2ins, blond hair, medium 
build, toned, young boyish good looks 
likes nights out, sports, holidays, seeks 
similar male, any age for fun. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355984 B 
GAY male, 55, seeks similar gay male, 
18-80 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 355301 0 
SHROPSHIRE male, 25, loving, caring, 
own home, country boy, seeks male for 
fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 


adult contacts 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: 0905 calls cost £1.30 per min. 09052/0906 calls cost £1.00 per min. 0779: 25p, Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher. TEXT*: SMS Chat Services: 65125/88300. After registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a cost of £1.50 per mesg then all subsequent mesg received 
will be charged at £1,50/mesg. Sent mesg are free. Text services are moderated by experienced operators. EasyChat/FastChat: You will be sent a MMS with 3 photos at a cost of £1.50 per photo. Subsequent msgs charged at £1.50 per msg.. Check your operator's to send mms charges. 88833 texts £1.50 per 
msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Texts to 78850 cost £1.50 per message received. A minimum of six messages are checked and passed for safety sake before users may pass contact details. To Stop send STOP to 78850. Text alerts 
are charged at £1.00 per week (2 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk<http://www.localdates-terms.co.uk> /. We reserve the right to contact individuals with pro¬ 
motional information. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK PO Box 56394, SE1 OWT, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Adverts are from Wolverhamptom and surrounding areas and may appear in other publications. WC201210 
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Full selection available 

(sarmle Ixxird cnshow) 

TO omom 48 HOMS MICE 


WORK/STORAGE UNITS FOR RENT 
Excellent Price. In sale area 

For tuORE «FORr.mnoii call 07771 741049 


nber and rough sawn timber any six* 
plaster board,all skirting board.tiling laths,spindles, . 

Eastern (WDP) plywood (all thicknesses) \ 


Robins Timber Wish AM Their Customers 
A Merry Christmas 6 A Nappy New Year 
We close 24th December & Re-open 4th January 2011 


Canal Side Industrial Estate, Wedgebury Way Off Brettell Lane, Brierley Hill 

Telephone: 01384 78857 / 

Trade and Public Welcome 



ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARM ACCEPTED 

www robinstimber.co.uk’ email robinstimber@b1conned.com 
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Gently does it as Williams eyes his return 

KIDDERMINSTER Har- former club Wrexham. any event. game at Aggborough on “Boxing Day could be a 

riers left-back Mike The stitches are due to It also means he could New Year’s Day. step too far,” he conceded. 

Williams has admitted come out today, just three possibly miss both festive He said: “I would “I have to stay at home 

his 2010 may be over after days before Harriers go to matches, Forest Green imagine that the New with my feet up for two 

surgery on his injured Forest Green on Boxing away and Newport at Year’s Day game is a more weeks so the injury will 

foot. Day. home on December 28 — realistic target to look at. heal. 

Williams had an opera- The 24-year-old cannot assuming both beat the “But I am not going to I would rather make 
tion to remove a growth train until then, which weather. say I can’t make a game sure I am right for the rest 

on his left foo, ruling him ruled him out of last Sat- But Williams is hoping until I have had the of the season, instead of 

out of the recent FA urday’s visit of Kettering to be fully fit by the time of bandage off and the coming back too early,” he 

Trophy defeat at his which was postponed in the Forest Green return stitches taken out. added. 



The impressive new stand at Warwickshire’s home is taking shape 


How the new stand looks from outside the Edgbaston ground 


EDGBASTON IS SET 
TO BOWL ’EM OVER 


CRICKET FANS can see the £30million 
expansion of Warwickshire’s Edgbaston 
ground, increasing capacity to 25,000, 
continuing apace. 

The playing surface, grown to Warwick¬ 
shire’s specification in a field in Lincolnshire, 
has been relaid with a new drainage system 
and permanent floodlights fitted. 

The framework for the new stand, which sits 
between the Eric Hollies Stand and the Priory Stand 
is also nearly finished. 

And bosses revealed the naming rights for the new 
stand would be established in the new year. 

Club chief executive Cohn Povey said: “We’re just 
coming onto that stage of the development. We will 
be starting to approach companies in the new year.” 

The curved shell of the building, which will even¬ 
tually be coated in silver-coloured aluminium 
panels, is nearly finished and will expand the 
seating and media facilities, bringing the stadium 
into line with the iconic press box at Lord’s. 

The finished work will feature five new flood¬ 
lights, offices, shops and apartments at the site. It is 
set for completion in time for England’s Test match 
against India on August 10 next year. 

Phil Macdonald, project director at Edgbaston, 
said: “The new facilities will be like rugby and foot¬ 
ball grounds with a covered concourse between the 
new stand and the Eric Hollies Stand. 

Atmosphere 

“The new stadium will have the best facilities for 
media in England with parts of the third and fourth 
floor for broadcast and print media inside the steel 
box design which will sit on top of the new stand.” 

The work will give Warwickshire the best chance 
to compete for international matches. 

Povey added: “The expansions puts us in a very 
strong position. We will have the largest capacity for 
a ground outside London and more than Trent 
Bridge’s 17,000 in Nottingham and the 15,000 
capacity at Cardiff, with whom we’re effectively com¬ 
peting. It should keep Edgbaston on that main rosta 
of Test grounds.” 

The expansion will not harm the atmosphere Edg¬ 
baston has developed in recent years, the most vocal 
support England receive on home soil. Mr Povey 
added: “England win here more often than anywhere 
else, the players love the noise and the crowds love 
the fun atmosphere so it’s a win-win.” 

As the project nears completion, lifts stairs and 
seats will be installed. Alongside the stadium work, 
the ground is being fitted with modern drainage. 
Permanent floodlights will mean less light spillage 
from day/night matches for nearby residents and 
make taking high catches easier for fielders as the 
bulbs used produce less glare. 

The redevelopment is expected to guarantee a 
place for international cricket in Birmingham and 
an Ashes match in 2013. It will feature an “unusu¬ 
ally shaped” square structure to house a banqueting 
suite. The former Calthorpe stand, the old pavilion 
and the old indoor cricket school were all bulldozed. 
The stadium has been reconfigured alongside the 
demolition and still has a capacity of 17,000. 



Reinforcements for the Robins as 
Perks and Kirkham swell team 


DUDLEY TOWN have 
added former Bustleholme 
joint-manager Neil Perks 
onto their management 
team following his design 
to resign from the Tipton- 
based club. 

Perks has been joined at the 
Dell Stadium by former 
Dudley under-18s coach Nigel 
Kirkham, with the duo joining 
up with current Robins boss 
Steve Hinks. 

Perks, who took the Bustle- 


holme hot seat with Karl 
Dolman in the summer of 
2009, oversaw a rapid trans¬ 
formation for the Bs who rose 
from basement dwellers to 
genuine title contenders 
within 18 months. 

He will be joining a Dudley 
Town side that lies midway up 
the West Midlands Premier 
Division table after a mixed 
bag of results in the opening 
half of the season. 

Kirkham needs little intro¬ 
duction to Robins supporters 


after a period in charge of the 
club’s successful under-18s 
side that nurtured current 
first team player Alex Perry as 
well as Halesowen Town’s 
England Colleges midfielder 
Conor Gater. 

Chairman Stephen Austin 
believes Perks and Kirkham’s 
arrival onto Hinks’ manage¬ 
ment team will be the break 
the club is looking for. 

“Steve has been looking for 
additional support from those 
with local Dudley knowledge 


and experience,” he said. 

“I am certain this is what 
Neil and Nigel will provide the 
club and am sure this will have 
a positive effect. 

“We would all like to 
welcome the duo to Dudley 
Town Football Club,” he 
added. 

Hinks welcomes the rein¬ 
forcements after a run of torrid 
luck with his coaching staff. 

Player-coach Kevin Thomp¬ 
son left the club for a similar 
role with Evo-Stik Premier 


Division club Chasetown in 
September before assistant 
manager Richard Smith had to 
leave due to work commit¬ 
ments in November. 

Dudley have been without a 
game since November 20 and 
now face a wait until January 
8 to get their season under way 
again. 

Hinks has used the time to 
bolster his squad with the 
addition of highly rated duo 
Ricky Dudley and Jemall 
Pennock. 


Six-goal 
Tipton 
hammer 
out title 
warning 

Tipton Town 6 
Highgate United 0 

TIPTON climbed into 
second place in the 
Baker-Joiner Midland 
Football Alliance fol¬ 
lowing an impressive 
return to action. 

After a three-week 
weather enfored 

absence, they hit top 
form on December 15 and 
went on to their biggest 
win of the season. 

Tipton, who gave a 
debut to recent signing 
Alex Cowley, started 
brightly with Danny 
Bragoli linking up with 
Jozsef Jakab who saw his 
shot saved by Shaun 
Hoccum. 

Dave Bate then tested 
the Highgate keeper 
from distance with a 
well-struck shot but 
found him equal to the 
task. 

The pressure on the 
visitors’ goal continued 
as Ricky Baker fired over 
the top. 

Drive 

Tipton’s efforts were 
rewarded when Bate 
opened the scoring with a 
superbly struck drive 
that flew into the top 
corner. 

Bragoli was denied a 
goal when Hoccum saved 
and Jakab headed wide 
from Ross Brown’s cross 
as Tipton pushed for a 
second. 

At the other end, 
keeper Matt Sargeant 
was called into action to 
deny the pacy Elroy 
Bennett as Highgate 
threatened. 

Tipton added the 
crucial second goal five 
minutes before the 
break, Bragoli’s cross 
headed home by Eric 
Bowen from six yards 
out. 

The tempo was main¬ 
tained after the interval 
with Tipton netting twice 
in the opening eight 
minutes of the second 
half. 

Substitute 

Jakab set up Bate to 
net his second and three 
minutes later Jakab 
himself got his name on 
the scoresheet as Tipton 
guaranteed the destina¬ 
tion of the points. 

Cowley fired just over 
before Jakab added his 
second, and his 14th of 
the season, when he 
headed home Bowen’s 
cross. 

Tipton weren’t fin¬ 
ished and added a sixth 
goal as the match wound 
into its final stages. 

It came when substi¬ 
tute Ryan Mosedale cut 
inside his man and beat 
Hoccum with a well- 
placed finish to cap off a 
great night for the home 
side. 
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